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Fellow Leaguers 
Everywhere 


It is a real joy for me as president of The Luther League 

America to extend Christmas greetings to you. Ours is a 
world-encircling fellowship in Christ. At this very season the 
Lutheran youth of India are meeting in their first post-war 
convention. 

The Christmas season is a time of rejoicing in the birth 
of Jesus our Saviour. The happiness and unselfishness that 
so pervade these days should carry over into the days of the 
new year. If the birth of Jesus means anything to us, it 
means that the purpose for which He was born shall also 
become directive in our lives. 

The spirit of Christmas is service. The thought of Christ- 
mas is others. Our task then in the post-Christmas days is 
service for others. Young Christians have a great challenge 
to consecrate themselves for the service of man for Jesus’ 
sake. Our world so sorely needs the knowledge of the love of 
God as it is in Christ Jesus, and we are the ones who, through 
word and example, can give it. The task before us is stupen- 
dous. May our strength be sufficient for it. 


Yours faithfuly 


vos | Zee Axogen 


Jhese fi hings Were Sate 


President 
of America. 
Mr. Schaediger: Mr. 
President Fry: Mr. Schaediger. 


Fry: The Luther League 


President. 


Mr Schaediger: Members of the 
Convention. We appreciate this op- 
portunity for presenting our report at 
a time when we can bring our presi- 
dent of the Luther League of America 
to you. I have waited for tonight to 
be able to present to you my succes- 
sor, Howard Logan of California, the 
first elected official of any board or 
agency in the United Lutheran Church 
Owe Omi WAS IPevenne Coevisi, Isle 
Logan, President of The Luther 
League of America. 

(Applause) 

President Fry: Mr. Logan. 

Mr. Logan: A year ago today, I 
was sitting out on the Island of Sai- 
pan and | was looking forward to the 
day when I might return to my home 
and my Church. I suppose that one 
gets a different perspective of the 
Church after he has been away from it 
for about two and one-half years; and 
when I returned I found that some- 
how things had changed. Perhaps this 
was only a personal observation, and 
yet I seemed to sense a new forward 
program being projected by our United 
Lutheran Church in America. After 
this particular absence, there seemed 
to be a new spirit within the Church. 
And I believe that this spirit, as it is 
evidenced in the works of the boards 
and the agencies of the Church is to 
a very large degree, the result of the 
work of the new President of our 
Church. 


I am to say a few words to you as 
to what we, as the youth of the 
Church, would like to achieve. For ex- 
ample, we are vitally concerned that 
more young people shall be interested 
in the banner of Jesus Christ. We are 
also very much concerned that the 
Luther League of America shall be a 
burden-bearer of the Church and not 
a burden to the Church. Larger co- 
operation with other Lutheran youth 
is also on our docket. And by action 
of our convention in Pittsburgh we are 
to cooperate in an effort to hold an 
all-Lutheran youth gathering, interna- 
tional in scope, in Minneapolis in 1949, 
The Youth of the Church will endeav- 
or, through a new financial program, 
ultimately to finance our work entire- 
ly through free-will offerings. We also 
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are endeavoring to be of greater as- 
sistance in the leadetship education 
program of the Church in many ways, 
but specifically by providing leadership 
for summer schools. We are also de- 
sirous of promoting a program for 
young adults within the United Luther- 
an Church in America. We have al- 
ways been interested in recruiting a 
larger number of youth for full-time 
service in the Church and that we shall 
continue to do. We are also anxious to 
provide the Church with a better edu- 
cated, a better informed, youth laity 


through the program of Education, 
Missions, and Life Service which is 


the program of The Luther League 
of America. We are anxious that it 
shall be better. We are anxious that 
we shall more adequately serve our 
Church. We are very anxious that 
through the Luther League of Amer- 
ica more young people may come to 
know their Lord and Saviour, Jesus. 


It is my happy privilege now to pre- 
sent to you the two secretaries of The 
Luther League of America, and first 
we shall hear from the Associate Sec- 
retary and Editor of “The Luther 
League Review,’ The Rev. William J. 
Ducker, and he shall be followed by 
the Executive Secretary. The Rev. 
Joseph W. Frease. 

Pastor Ducker: Mr. President. 

President Fry: Pastor Ducker. 

Pastor Ducker: Gentlemen of the 
Convention. However we view our 
position, it is one of privilege. Whether 
we look at ourselves as citizens of 
North American states or as members 
of a great world Church, we cannot 
but conclude that we are sharers of 
great privileges. We believe that as 
Christians the greatest privilege is ours 
to work in the Christian Church. Every 
phase of our program is of tremendous 
significance for the onward progress 
of the Kingdom of God. 


We would not over-estimate, if we 
could, the work with youth in our 
congregations. We hope we properly 
assess its real value. We are grateful 
to you, the personnel of this conven- 
tion, as representative of the pastors 
and lay men and women of the Church, 
because you are the indispensable 
youth workers of the Church. What 
we do in our national office and what 
our national or international organiza- 
tion does in particular, is done by way 
of service to you, that you may do 


your task the better where you are, 
for the essential job is where you came 
from. 


In order the better to help you do 
this work, the authorities of the 
Church, the Executive Board with the 
full concurrence of the Parish and 
Church School Board—to both of 
which we are deeply grateful—have set 
aside in the Calendar of Causes one 
Lord’s day a year as the day on which 
you, as workers with youth in your 
parishes, may point and spearhead that 
total program. It would seem to us 
of our national office that you are 
evaluating that rather highly and are 
cooperating with us rather fully in the 
use of that day. In this present year 
we prepared a program on the theme, 
“Youth Looks To Christ,” and we of- 
fered it to the whole Church in reason- 
able quantities free of any charge. You 
will be interested to know that nearly 
50,000 copies have been distributed— 
the largest such single distribution we 
have ever experienced. 


We are grateful, too, for another 
type of service of youth which you 
pastors and the people in your con- 
gregations are rendering on behalf of 
the young people of the Church. The 
Luther League of America prepares 
material for use by the youth in the 
congregations of our Church, but the 
writers of this material are those in 
the congregations. It is natural that 
that should be so because they are 
closest to the place where the need is. 
It would seem, then, that we had a 
wise choice and that we would avail 
ourselves of the very best material be- 
cause we get those who know most 
and best how to prepare it. We are 
grateful to you and to the ministry of 
the pastors in particular which makes 
it possible for lay persons to produce 
material that is worth sharing not only 
in their own congregations but beyond 
its bounds. 


It is my special phase of this total 
task to devote myself to the editing 
and improvement of our publications. 
In doing so, I feel that I am devoting 
myself to the ministry of the printed 
page. “The Luther League Review” 
we regard as our chief organ and our 
aim concerning it is to make of it the 
very best possible magazine for all the 
youth in our congregations. With your 
continued and increased assistance we 
can increasingly realize our ideal. We 
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feel that we have come a distance, but 
we are by no means deluded in think- 
ing that all the distance has been run. 
“The Luther League Review” is no 
longer a manual primarily for topic 
study material, though it is the source 
of our young people’s topics. In addi- 
tion, we have two other sources of 
topic study material, one for Interme- 
diates, at present edited by Secretary 
Frease, and the “Senior Topics Quar- 
terly” which carries similar material for 
use with the Senior High School 
groups. These are the materials which 
come from your hand and the hand of 
persons in your congregations. To you 
and to them we express gratitude, and 
hope for your continued cooperation. 


President Fry: Secretary Frease. 

Secretary Frease: Mr. President. To 
work with you is one of the greatest 
joys in earth, for work with youth 
gives an exhilarating experience. As 
these youth, Christian youth, look to 
Christ they inspire our hearts and 
thrill us through as they endeavor to 
follow that Christ. These Christian 
youth look to this Christ for guidance, 
nd in Him alone grace and strength 
to follow. 


The proof of the fact that 
young people are sensitive to the de- 
sires of their Master is in what they 
do. They have been showing that they 
are sensitive to the needs of youth out- 
side the Church, to the needs of their 
brethren in the Church all round the 
world, and to the needs of the whole 
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Church. As we prepared for our con- 
vention at Pittsburgh and were com- 
ing into the forward movement, signi- 
ficant of that golden jubilee, the Luther 
Leaguers of Texas Synod said to the 
new President of The Luther League 
of America, “If the Luther League of 
America cannot do all that she wants 
to do and is handicapped because we 
have not given her enough of éur 
wealth, then we would move that there 
would be some way made possible for 
us to make our gifts larger.” And as 
a result of that movement, arising in 
Texas, there came into the Luther 
League of America a new standard of 
service. They said, “Let us not build 
our budget and do just what we can 
on anticipated receipts, multiplying the 
number of members times quarters. 
3ut let us say what we want to do, 
and then when the convention has de- 
cided what it wants to do, we will pro- 
vide the means, along with the help 
which the United Lutheran Church 
provides through its appropriation to 
us.” And so they did just that and 
they have been moving forward in 
that spirit. 


We believe that that convention was 
inspired to move forward as they lis- 
tened to the representative of the 
Church, our beloved Secretary, Dr. 
Walton H. Greever, whom a similar 
group, some years before, had called 
to. be the general secretary of The 
Luther League of America. We desire 
to express our deep appreciation and 
thanks to the President of our Church, 
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Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, for his friend- 
ly counsel and his genuine interest in 
our work on behalf of the 
the Church. 


youth of 


I also want to record the thanks of 
the youth of the Church for the leader- 
ship of its retiring president, Mr. Alvin 
H. Schaediger, who through these past 


e 
y and unfailingly to 


] move forward 
the work of our program. 
Youth of the Church works with 


both hands, one hand extended to the 
youth all around, endeavoring to win 
and hold them to Christ, extending 
the other hand in helpfulness to the 
boards of the Church, helping in every 
way they can to move forward the 
whole program of the Church; endeav- 
oring to bring these two together, a 
well-informed youth to a challenging 
purpose of the Church. 

Members of our Executive Commit- 
tee have passed among you this little 
pamphlet. They are here to meet in 
annual session, to look in on this con- 
vention and from the inspiration of it 
to plan our work for the coming year. 
Thank you. 

Mr. Schaediger: Mr. President. 

President Fry: Mr. Schaediger. 

Mr. Schaediger: Before we ask for 
the adoption of the auditors’ report, 
may I just have a moment to present 
something of interest to the whole 
convention itself? The youth of the 
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its 1946 convention. 


Three 


What “lhe Gille Says 


HE Preface of the 

service the couple to be 

married to weigh with rever- 

ent minds the Biblical basis of 
marriage. Since the wedding itself is 
a religious service and since marriage 
is a holy estate, it is only natural that 
the Bible would have something to say 
on the subject. Three very important 
Scripture passages immediately follow 
thesPretace: 


wedding 


asks 


The Origin of Marriage 

The first selection tells the couple- 
to-be-married what God Himself said 
about marriage. “The Lord God said, 
It is not good that the man should be 
alone. I will make him an help meet 
for him.” This passage gives God’s 
purposes for ordaining marriage. Ac- 
cording to this quotation from the cre- 
ation account, God would have us con- 
sider marriage a normal and _ natural 
thing. It is right and good to get mar- 
ried. That-is the way God wants it. 
Not to marry is abnormal. God does 
not want you to be bachelors and old 
maids. For this reason Martin Luther 
condemned the celibacy of the Me- 
dieval Church, and urged the priests 
and nuns to marry and have families. 
To separate the sexes over too long a 
period causes difficulties. That is one 


of the dangers of military life. We 
all have been shocked with the ac- 
counts of sexual promiscuity among 
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the men of the armed forces. In fact, 
God made us in mind, heart, and body 
for marriage. To like the opposite 
sex, to want to date, to want to get 
married, and to have children are per- 
fectly natural desires of the normal 
person. Many young people, sadly 
enough, have been brought up to con- 
sider the sexual instinct bad in itself, 
The truth is that this instinct is no 
worse than the other instincts. It is 
the misuse of the instinct that is a sin, 
Like every instinct, the sexual instinct 
must be controlled in marriage. and 
sublimated outside of marriage. If 
God had not given us the mating in- 
stinct, there would be no marriage and 
no continuation of the human race. 
God said it was not good for man to 
be alone. In other words, marriage is 
a good, natural, normal thing. 

This Scripture passage suggests an- 
other purpose of marriage—fellowship. 
“It is not good for man to be alone.” 
When God saw Adam entirely by him- 
self, He pitied Adam. He was so lone- 
ly. He had no one to talk with, had 
no companionship with his kind. To 
answer the need God created Eve. 
This is still true. A single person is 
often a very lonely soul. As an unmar- 
ried person gets older, this loneliness 
increases. His parents die. His 
brothers and sisters marry and move 
away. The old homestead is sold. In 
his later years he passes his days prob- 
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ably in a boarding house among 
strangers. Both men and women want 
someone in whom to confide. Each 
wants someone with whom to share 
experiences, both joys and sorrows. 
God would have you marry for this 
second purpose of fellowship and com- 
panionship. Helen Rowland acknowl- 
edges this purpose of marriage when 
defines love as “companionship, 
tenderness, understanding, mutual faith 
and abiding affection. Love is a glori- 
fied friendship, sprinkled with stardust. 
Love is just being ‘on the same wire’.” 
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“T will make a help meet for him” 
gives a third purpose for getting mar- 
ried. Marriage is for mutual helpful- 
ness. Eve was created to help Adam. 
The wife was made to complement her 
husband. This is also true with the 
man. Each is to help the other. In a 
remarkable way this is shown in many 
married couples. She has the quality 
he lacks. He is steady, and she is 
emotional. One has brains, the other 
has the good looks. The two work to- 
gether as Madam Curie and her hus- 
band did in discovering radium. Lloyd 
Douglas, author of “The Robe,” in a 
recent magazine article testified that 
his wife was the main critic of his 
writings, and he depended heavily 
upon her judgment and encourage- 
ment. Physically, mentally, emotion- 
ally men and women are made for each 
other so as to help each other. God 
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About Marriage 


would have you marry then, not to be 
served but to give loving service, one 
to the other. 


Jesus Christ Approves Marriage 


Having heard what God said about 
marriage, the bridal party now listens 
to what our Lord Jesus Christ said: 
“Have ye not read that He which made 
them at the Beginning, made them 
male and female, and said, for this 
cause shall a man leave father and 
mother, and shall cleave to his wife; 
and they twain shall be one flesh? 
Wherefore they are no more twain, 
but one flesh. What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man _ put 
asunder.” 


In this quotation Jesus restates and 
re-affrms the principles of Genesis 
just discussed above. Jesus justifies a 
man’s and a girl’s leaving the parental 
home to found a new home. “For this 
cause shall a man leave father and 
mother’. This means that when you 
get married you should leave phys- 
ically. It is not wise to put two fam- 
ilies in one house. It is dangerous, to 
say the least, for the newly-weds to 
live with his or her people. It very sel- 
dom works satisfactorily. It does not 
work for many reasons. There cannot 
be two bosses in one home. Each wo- 
man naturally wants to be in charge 
of her home. Thus, one of the two 
must subordinate herself. The subor- 
dinated person cannot be contented 
indefinitely with that status. Living 
with the In-laws, moreover, prevents 
the privacy young people need to make 
adjustments which are necessary when 
two practically unknown people begin 
learning each other. When trouble 
arises! it, is too easy for either party 
to go for sympathy or support to his 
or her parents. These troubles must 
be settled without interference—it is 
a case of their sinking or swimming 
together. Today the housing shortage 
has made its contribution to divorce by 
compelling newly-weds to live with 
the parents. Many young people have 
to face the question of either not get- 
ting married or living with the In-laws. 
In many such cases they should not 
have married, for the end was inevi- 
table divorce. 


Some young people leave their par- 
ents physically but never psycho- 
logically. This is no better. When you 
get married you have a new loyalty, a 
loyalty that replaces the loyalty to 
father and mother. When the In-laws 
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try to continue to direct son or daugh- 
ter, then marital unhappiness begins. 
This is why some terrible things are 
said about the In-laws. Dr. Henry 
Wilson, Bishop of Chelmsford, Eng- 
land, said: “If all I am told about 
mothers-in-law were published, people 
would gasp.” A young woman had dif- 
hculty breaking from her mother 
psychologically. She wrote to Dr. Earl 
S. Rudisill of “The Lutheran”, “I have 
been going with a young man for sev- 
eral years. For months he has wanted 
me to marry him, To this I am agree- 
able except for one hindrance. He is 
employed in another state, and my 
mother objects to my going so far 
from home.” Dr. Rudisill gave her the 
answer Jesus would have given—‘the 
decision should be for marriage.’ For 
a happy marriage, this is one principle 
that must be followed—go to your- 
selves no matter how poor or humbble 
the place may be. 


Jesus goes further by stating that 
marriage makes two persons one in- 
dissoluble unit. ‘Wherefore they are 
no more twain but one flesh”. By mar- 
riage, two people become one in body, 
mind, and spirit. Each belongs to the 
other now. Neither can say “I’’; now 
and always thereafter it must be ‘‘we”. 
It. is “our” money. “We” ‘have this. 
“We” do that. “We” make plans and 
decisions together. Where one is, the 
other is. The two become almost in- 
distinguishable. You belong to each 
other. Your body is the other’s body, 
and if the one is hurt, the other is in- 
jured. His sorrow is hers. Her defeat 
is his also. 


Jesus declares that this union to last 
until death separates. “What God joins 
together, let not man put asunder.” 
Man is not to untie the nuptial knot. 
God will some day sever it by death. 
Christian young people will enter mar- 
riage, therefore, with the intention that 
their marriage shall be the only one 
for them. A pastor will not marry a 
couple if either of the party has a 
reservation in the back of his or her 
mind that if things do not go well, a 
divorce can easily be secured. Chris- 
tians marry with the resolution that 
this shall be the first and last marriage 
unless death intervenes. It is for bet- 
ter or worse, success or failure, wealth 
or poverty, honor or disgrace. Since 
marriage is a life-time proposition, you 
cannot use too much caution in choos- 
ing the proper mate. 


By JOHN R. 
BROKHOFF 


An Inspired Writer Speaks 

St. Paul gives the third Scriptural 
passage by enunciating the high stand- 
ards for man and wife. It is really not 
Paul speaking, but the third Person 
of the Trinity, for the service reads, 
“The Apostle Paul, speaking by The 
Holy Spirit, saith: Husbands love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved the 
Church and gave Himself for it. Wives 
submit yourselves unto your own hus- 
bands, as unto the Lord.” These words 
of Paul, then, must be taken with the 
same seriousness and respect as the 
very words of God and Jesus. 


According to Paul, husbands are to 
love their wives. Strange advice, isn’t 
it? Don’t husbands love their wives? 
Some do, as a certain prominent man 
who was asked what other person he 
would rather be than himself said, “My 
wife’s second husband.” But there are 
many others who neglect to love their 
wives after the wedding service. They 
take the wife for granted and seem to 
say, “I have you now—why bother to 
love?” It is not merely a matter of 
loving, but the kind and extent of that 
love. Husbands are to love as Christ 
loved the church. His love for the 
church was genuine, complete, selfless, 
and sacrificial to the extent of dying 
for her. If a husband would love lke 
that, could a wife for anymore 
from her husband? 
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Paul then gives the high standard 
for wives. They are to submit to their 
husbands, just as they submit to God. 
Modern women do not like this pas- 
sage. If the word, “obey” is in the 
wedding service, they insist that it be 
deleted. They think the statement 
means that they are to be so subor- 
dinated to their husbands that they will 
lose their rights and privileges as in- 
dividuals and personalities. This pas- 
sage does not mean that at all. Paul 
did not mean that a woman should by 
marriage become less of a person. He 
is simply pointing out the place wo- 
man has in the scheme of things, and 
in the purpose of marriage. He urges 
the wife to know her place in relation 
to her husband and keep it. That place 
is not a low or despicable position, but 
one of the highest honor and respon- 
sibility. Her place is in being a home- 
maker, a mother, and a helper to her 
husband. She is to “submit” in the 
sense of not trying to be boss of the 
house, for no house can have two mas- 
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HEN the three wise men rode 

from the East, they bore gifts 

of gold and frankincense and 

myrrh to be laid at the feet 
of the manger-cradled Babe of Beth- 
lehem. Beginning with this old, old 
journey, the spirit of giving crept into 
the heart of the world. As the Magi 
came bearing gifts, so do we at Christ- 
mas. Ours are gifts that relieve want, 
that are sweet and fragrant with 
friendship, that breathe love, that mean 
service. They are gifts inspired still 
by the star that shone over the City 
of David. 

If we keep Christmas in our hearts, 
we will have love for each other and 
for everyone. Christmas means this— 
goodwill to all men. It means forgive- 
ness to any who may have wronged 
us. It is a time for forgetting our- 
selves and thinking of others. The 
truest joy of Christmas is not found in 
receiving, but in giving. The happiest 
people are those who make others 
happier. There is more of heaven in 
pleasing than in being pleased. 

O Lord, I pray 

That for this day 

I may not swerve 

By foot or hand 

From Thy command, 

Not to be served, but to serve. 


What better gift could we give to 
our Saviour than ourselves? Yes, give 
yourself away! The story is told of a 
business man who had made a hobby 
of giving himself away through ideas 
and helpful suggestions to those he 


Six 


imagined would benefit. In giving him- 
self away in that way, he enriched his 
own life and-felt happy that no com- 
pensation came from it to him except 
satisfaction and personal thrill. We 
would all be happier human beings if 
we followed out such a hobby, for the 
substance of one’s heart is preserved 
and lives on in the hearts of others as 
we distribute our own. Many a kind- 
ly deed may be performed, of which 
you think very little at the time, but 
which may bear fruit in the lives of 
those about whom you may never hear. 
“The aroma of the heart is a deathless 
perfume which sweetens the atmo- 
sphere of the world wherever it is dis- 
pensed.” People who give themselves 
away are the real founders of “peace 
on earth.’ They are the ones who 
furnish true security in the midst of 
defeat and failure. 


Who pays nature back for her price- 
less and endless contributions to the 
happiness of the world? She gives her 
precious beauty, her minerals, her 
grains, her wood and _ field—without 
anything in return. Nature works only 
for a better, happier world. She is 
ceaseless in her oft-times thankless 
service of man. 


There is something sordid about ex- 
pecting a reward for everything that 
one does. We do reap the reward of 
our deeds, even in the world, but not 
always in a material way. Personal 
heart-warmth and the joy of helping 
another up is the reward only of truest 
self-giving and not of self-seeking. 


A life given to the service of others 
in the name of Jesus Christ knows 
more of real joy than any material re- 
ward could bring. Those who serve 
the Church in the ministry, the diac- 
onate, and the mission fields experi- 
ence every day in a hundred different 
ways a deeper and more meaningful 


reward than all the wealth of the 
world could pay. So it is also with 
those not specifically in full-time 


Christian service, but who have dedi- 
cated their lives to Christ and give 
themselves to others, not only at 
Christmas but every day in the year. 


Give yourself away through Chris- 
tian service. The need is desperate 
and the opportunities are endless. Or 
give yourself away in service to your 
church, your Luther League, your Sun- 
day School, through the countless ways 
that present themselves to one whose 
heart is filled with the real desire to 
serve. 

Many times it has been said that the 
world would be much better if the 
spirit of Christmas would rule our 
hearts throughout the whole year and 
not just at that beautiful season. Some 
celebrate Christmas in a purely ex- 
ternal way and when it is over they 
are probably a little more weary, per- 
haps a little more cynical and even 
sad. Others will be content with hay- 
ing seen in it humanity at its best. 
They feel, perhaps, that for a time the 
harshness of life has been laid aside, 
and they may be somewhat refreshed 
by the season. But those who are to 
find in Christmas true and lasting joy 
will go where the song of the angels 
can be heard. These, then, will face 
the new year with new courage, new 
hope, new purpose, and new hearts. 
These are the ones who, in giving 
themselves away, will keep the Christ- 
mas spirit in their hearts throughout 
the year as they strive to bring “peace 
on earth and goodwill toward men.” 


To one who is seeking to find him- 
self in the world, to make his life count 
in the scheme of things, the answer 
is clear. If you want to find yourself, 
give yourself away. 


Our Father in Heaven, we thank Thee for 
the gift of Jesus, Thy Son, the anniversary of 
Whose birth we celebrate. We thank Thee for 
the coming of the Christ Child and for His 
beautiful life of teaching and service. We 
thank Thee for His sacrificial death, His glori- 
ous resurrection and ascension, and the hope 
that is ours through the grace and power of 
the living Christ, our Saviour and Lord. In 
the face of Thy great goodness to us, we pray 
for the presence of Thy spirit in our lives that 
we may walk gently, move helpfully, and wit- 
ness effectively for Thee. We would rededi- 
cate ourselves to Thy service. We would again 
consecrate to Thee whatever capacities Thou 
hast given us and would beseech Thee to use 
them wherever and in whatever way Thou wilt, 
for the working out of Thy mission. May the 
message of brotherhood and peace that first 
lived in the hearts of the Judean shepherds fill 
our hearts, and may our lives be used to ascribe 
the highest glory to Jesus, our King, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 
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1—Read quietly and slowly; not as you 


2—Read 
: : 
3—Read searching for the personal 


4—Your inner response to God’s mes- 


5—Underline passages which strike fire. 


6—Memorize one key verse daily. 
7—Set aside and keep a definite daily 


HOW TO FIND HELP FROM 
BIBLE READING 


EE 
r for a Potwer Age 


Saturday ..... Nehemiah 6 (Nehemiah) 


race through the daily newspaper. 
“Not snap shots but time expos- 
ures” should be the rule. 

€ _alertly, not mechanically. 
Visualize the scenes; “taste” the 
words. 


message each day’s passage has for 


WOW, 


sage is important. When He con- 
demns, bow penitently; when He 
offers help, rivet your hope on that 
assurance; when He commands, 
obey. 


Copy them and repeat them aloud. 
Jot down a list of ideas these pas- 
sages start going. 


Powe 


ge ~ 


Worldwide Bible Reading 


Thanksgiving to Christmas 


Sundays Zechariah 4 (Zerubbabel) 
Dec. 8 
Mondays ene: Isaiah 1:1-20; 6 
(Isaiah) 
WWRAXCES? caoaae Isaiah 52213-53312 


(God’s Servant) 


Wednesday ....Jeremiah 1:1-2:13 
(Jeremiah) 

slots dayaaeeriee Daniel 6 (Daniel) 

PraEN gap aead Luke 1:26-56 (Mary) 

Saturday .. Matthew 3:1-17 


(John the Baptist) 


Sundayareenreires John 3:1-17 
(Nicodemus ) 


Miondayaeeeere Luke 10:30-42 
(Good Samaritan; 
Mary of Bethany) 

siiuesda yaar Luke 15:11-24 
(Prodigal Son) 


time for reading. Universal Bible Sunday Wednesday ....John 13:1-17 (Jesus) 
8—Make it a habit; enter the New December 8, 1946 pebus dayaaeee ee Jobn 17 (Jesus) 
Year as a daily reader of the Bible. Briday Wan csnctcu Acts 2 (Peter) 
ae Saturdayauerriee Acts 6:8-15; 7:44-60 
. : ; : (Stephen ) 
Readings featuring some of the Saturday ..... Genesis 32 (Jacob) 
“Spiritual Pioneers” of the Bible who Sunday .......Genesis 37 (Joseph) et 37 Aone BEES Mee Maa 
found the “Word o/ Power” for the Deel Ss ie" aul) 
age in which they were called to live: Monday Tilaaleienot ovals 
¥ iy Mondayaeeeeeee Exedus3. i(Mosesius ius) ko ve (Cricie). 
ee ea tne Tuesday -.---: Ruth 1 (Ruth) nlsuresclayamerrynae Hebrews 11:24-12:2 
; + Wednesday ....1 Samuel 3 (Samuel) (Heroes of The Faith) 
PINGS ob co0 bu Genesis 12:1-9;17:1-8 ebursdayeeerae I Samuel 16; Christmas ..Matthew 2 (Jesus) 
(Abraham ) Psalms 139 (David) Dec. 25 


Sunday, December lst 


A Loyal PTL Member begins Bible reading with 
Prayer! 

A friend asked Martin Luther, “What is the best 
method of studying scripture?” Luther answered, “It 
is very certain that we can not attain to the under- 
standing of the scripture by mere study ... Your first 
duty is to begin by prayer. Entreat the Lord to grant 
you, of His great mercy, the true understanding of 
His word.” Should not we heed this advice. Are you 
a PTL member? If not, why not? 


Sunday, December 8th 

Today is Pocket Testament League Day and 
Universal Bible Sunday! 
f Today people over the ether waves, in the pulpit 
and by the fireplace, are discussing the importance 
of Bible reading. It has always been discussed by 
Luther Leaguers. That is why we promote the Pocket 
Testament League among our members. Let’s turn 
back time over four centuries and listen to the founder 
of Lutheranism? “What the pasture is to the animal, 
the home to man, the nest to the bird, the rick to 
the goat, the water to the fish, Holy Scripture is to 
the believing soul.” If we agree with Luther, and are 
not PTL members, surely we'll enroll today! 


* tk * 


Sunday, December 15th 
A Loyal PTL Member will establish a Family 
Altar in his home! 
A PTL member knows that the secret of a happy 
home is the abiding presence of Jesus. Too many 
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By Mrs. Ted H. Clark, 
Roanoke, Virginia 
homes are not places of peace, trust, and love because 
Jesus is barred irom the fireside. Some one has well 
said, “A home without devotions is like a house with- 
out any roof”. Another says, “A family altar makes 
an altared family”. Are you a loy2! PTL member? 
lf not, why not? 
4 * ok 

Sunday, December 22nd 

A loyal PTL member :ays “Thank You. to God” 
before each meal! 

Can any one who reads and studies God’s Word 
each day fail to catch the idea that we are to thank 
our Heavenly Father for his gifts to us? We have a 
perfect example in Jesus, God’s only Son. Read John 
6:11. A true PTL member practices the teachings 
of His Saviour that he reads about daily. Are you a 
true PTL member? 


Sunday, December 29th 

A loyal PTL member witnesses to others. 

One of the promises you make in becoming a 
PTL member is that you will share God’s Word with 
others. 

“Shall we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 
Shall we, to men benighted 
The light of Life deny?” 

This then is the high ideal and purpose of the 
Pocket Testament League movement—that we who 
have seen the light shall “Go, tell” it to our fellow- 
men. 

Be true to your PTL promises... . 
a member, become one! 


if you are not 


Seven 


etidays |e I Kings 19:9-18 (Elijah) 


White Gift Party 


j y/ Esther Bachofer and Connie Dropko 


Invitations 


Write the invitations on paper cut 
in the shape of Christmas trees, bells, 
or stars. The following is a suggestion 
for an invitation: 


Three nights before Christmas 
When all through the town, 
Wise men and wise women 
Will be looking around 

For evenings of fun, 

And places of cheer, 

Don’t look any further, 
Come right over here 

For Thursday at eight. 
The time has been set, 
Bring a gift for another, 
And please don’t forget. 


Decorations 


Instead of the customary red and 
green decorations, use all white, with 
pieces of evergreen and holly for an 
added trim. Of course, a Christmas 
Tree should be trimmed. This may be 
done after all the guests have arrived, 
giving each a share in the trimming, 
or may be done beforehand. After the 
party, the tree might be taken to some 
institution of mercy, or perhaps to a 
private home where you know there 
will not be a Christmas tree. 


Refreshments 


Serve hot chocolate with marsh- 
mallows and cookies and red and green 
candies. If for a small group, it would 
be nice to have small sandwiches cut 
in the shape of stars or bells (which 
can be done with a cookie cutter) in- 
stead of the cookies. 


Gifts 

Instead of exchanging gifts, each 
guest should be asked to bring a gift 
that may be placed in a large box and 
taken to some institution (which has 
been previously decided upon) or plans 
made to distribute these among needy 
families in your own territory. The 
nature of the gifts would have to de- 
pend upon the place of distribution. 


Eight 


Opening Mixer 

Small cards should be printed with 
the name of some toy upon them. As 
the guests arrive a card is pinned to 
their backs. They are to endeavor to 
guess what toy they represent. In or- 
der to guess the name of the toy he 
represents, he must ask questions that 
may be answered by yes or no. When 
he has guessed what he is, the card is 
transferred to the front and after all 
the guests have guessed who or what 
they are the leader proceeds with the 
next game. 


Christmas Bells 

Each guest is given a number of 
small bells, possibly ten, and are told 
that each one is to attempt to get as 
many bells as possible before a speci- 
fed time. This may be continued for 
the entire evening, if desired. In order 
to get the bells from each other, you 
must refrain from “yes” or 
“no.” Each time you. make someone 
else say either “yes” or “no,” you may 
collect a bell from that person. If they 
make you say “yes” or “no,” they col- 
lect from you. The person having the 
largest number of bells is declared the 
winner, 


saying 


Hanging Up the Christmas Wreath 

Have someone draw a picture of a 
door and several Christmas wreaths. 
This game is played like pin the tail 
on the donkey. The wreaths should 
be numbered and of course, should 
have as many wreaths as guests. The 
players are blindfolded and see who 
can pin the wreath closest to the right 
place on the door. This may be made 
as large as a regular door, with large 
wreaths, or it may be done in minia- 
ture, using small wreaths. 


Snowball Throwing Contest 

Have a regular size Christmas 
wreath made or purchase one and sus- 
pend it from the ceiling so that it is 
at about shoulder level. Each player 


is given a snowball (made from white 
crepe paper) and must throw it through 


the wreath. If desired, this may be 
done in teams. Of course, each time 
the snowball goes through the wreath, 
that counts one point for that team, 
or individual.- The one having the larg- 
est number of points, of course, wins. 


Popping Corn 

Secure enough “poppers” so that 
several persons may be popping corn 
at the same time. Have cellophane 
paper bags and butter and salt. (The 
butter should be melted.) Have the 
guests pop the corn and others salt 
butter it. Then place it in the cello- 
phane bags, and when the gifts are 
distributed, the popcorn might also be 
distributed. 


Writing To Santa 


One person is selected to be it. He 
approaches one of the guests and says, 
“Tam writing to Santa. What would 
you like to have?” The player then 
tells him what he would like to have. 
The trick to the game is, he must 
answer something that begins with the 
first letter of his last name. No one 
but the person who is “it” however, 
should know this. Therefore, if he 
should ask the first guest what he 
would like to have, and his last name 
begins with ‘“W”, he must select some- 
thing that begins with “W.” If-he 
doesn’t, which is very likely, the per- 
son who is “it” will have to say, I’m 
sorry but you can’t have it. He then 
proceeds to the next person. Should 
the next person answer correctly, even 
though he doesn’t realize it, the person 
who is “it” says, All right, I'll ask 
Santa for it. This continues until the 
guests realize why some are getting 
their gifts and others are not. The 
same guests may be asked several 
times until you are sure they can guess 
why they get their gifts sometimes and 
not others. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


From Us 
To You 


@ The Luther League of America gave its formal re- 
port to The United Lutheran Church in America at the 
Cleveland convention on Thursday, October 10. Because 
our President, Howard L. Logan, was snowed-in at Den- 
ver as his plane stopped there, the report was postponed 
from the morning to the evening session. 


There was a little flourish to the report of your activity. 
Our President had come from the Pacific Coast to make his 
initial statement to the Church. Our colors were unfurled 
as our Immediate Past President, Alvin H. Schaediger, 
whose home is along the Hudson where the great Atlantic 
liners sail in, let loose his eloquence as he presented your 
gift of $5,000 to the work of our Church among the Luther- 
an Youth in Europe. We missed getting in the Cleveland 
convention pictures, which are now being shown, because 
no photographer was available to the press at the hour of 
our report. Pictures or no pictures, the presentation of that 
check is a part of the record. 


@® As the convention of the United Lutheran Church 
was closed, the annual meeting of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Luther League of America was begun. The Com- 
mittee met in the Central Y. M. C. A. in Cleveland. This 
new committee elected at the Golden Jubilee Convention, 
wrestled with many major problems. All the effort was 
bent toward the purpose of improving our materials, ex- 
panding our work and strengthening the appeal we make 
to the youth outside and inside the Church. 


8 Out 
gram. 


of the meeting will come a new study pro- 
It is designed for The Young Adults, those persons 
who are in the middle twenties and older who desire the 
companionship and fellowship in the Church of those of 
the opposite sex. The first of these suggested programs will 
appear in the January issue of The Luther League Review. 
Supplementary materials will appear to explain and promote 
the use of these materials. They will be reprinted in pam- 
phlet formefor those who desire extra copies and sold at a 
nominal price. 


@® The plans for 1948 are in the making. The Educa- 
tion Committee will meet in Philadelphia, November 22 
and 23, 1946, to select the list of topic subjects for 1948. 
Should any of our readers see this notice in time and desire 
to make suggestions for any one of the three regular series, 
or for the monthly themes for the Young Adults section, 
send your suggestions to headquarters at once marked 
“Ror Education Committee.’ Your assistance will be deeply 
appreciated and carefully noted. 


@ It is our hope to have the Missionary Day mate- 
rials, clip-sheet and program, ready for distribution by De- 
cember 20. You can place your orders now and insure an 
early delivery. 


DECEMBER, 1946 


With More Than Two Hundred 
Illustrations 


Manual 
on Worship 


By Paul Zeller Strodach PRICE $4.00 
A new edition of Dr. Strodach’s important manual 
explaining the forms and functions of Christian church 
worship. Over 200 illustrations give pictorial inter- 
est to Dr. Strodach’s fascinating explanation of the 
important appointments of the church, including the 
chancel, the altar, the pulpit, the lectern, the font, 
the sacristy and other related furnishings. The new 
manual also contains a Dictorium Lutheranum—a 
comprehensive and interesting explanation 
of the liturgy, the Common Service, the 
rubrics, matins and vespers. An excellent 
hook to have in your own library—an 
ideal book to altar guild 


give to an 


a eS worker, a church officer, a pastor, a choir 


master. Attractively cloth bound. 379 pages. 


Order Your Copy Now Through 


United Lutheran Publication House 


1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


1617 Sumter St. 
Columbia 3, S. C. 


610 Smithfield St. 
Pittsbu-gh 22, Pa. 


860 N. Wabash Ave. 
Chicago 11, Ill. 


@ In this issue of our magazine we pay our tribute of 
thanks to Miss Harriet Reeves, who, as of December 31, 
1946, is laying down her responsibilities as chairman of the 
Missionary Committee which has promoted the Hungary 
Lutheran Youth Project. A firal report on this fund must 
await another issue as monies will continue to come in for 
weeks before the year has ended. 


@ The secret is out. W* now know how properly to 
address our former Life Service committee chairman. She 
is now Mrs. Ralph H. Deubin of Des Moines, Iowa. You 
will remember her as Virginia Wirt. We are grateful to 
Virginia for her fine work as chairman of the Life Service 
Committee and wish for her a truly blessed experience in 
the married estate. 


© (Of the total amount for Youth Sunday reported on 
the financial page, $179.16 came by the way of State or Con- 
ference Treasuries, as we would recommend that it be sent. 
The rest of the Faith in Youth Offering reported there “just 
came natchurally.” We are grateful for the offerings which 
have come to us. We are hopeful that when the other 
thirty Synodical and State Leagues report we shall have 
exceeded our goal of $2,500. 


@® The Executive Committee, The Staff and office 
workers unite in wishing to all our readers and Leaguers 
everywhere a Merry Christmas. May your days be filled 


with the joy and peace of the Christ. 
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Rev. George H. 


O vet a clear understanding of 
The Luther League of America 


it is necessary to know some- 
thing of its antecedents, for the na- 
tional organization became a_ federa- 
tion of already existing state and dis- 
trict organizations. For what purpose 
then did these groups exist? 


The answer to this question reveals 
the fact that The Luther League was 
from its very inception an important 
adjunct of the educational program 
of the congregations in which it 
functioned. A speaker at the original 
Pittsburgh Convention in 1895. said, 
“The Luther League seeks to assist in 
keeping our confirmed young people 
in the Church and true to their con- 
firmation vows; to secure to the pastor 
the active cooperation and assistance of 
the young people in maintaining and 
advancing the local church work; to 
create a strong bond of friendship 
among the members of the various so- 
cieties, as well as to create @ greater 
spirit of loyalty to the. Church.” 


Mr. Hartranft continued, “A gen- 
uine Luther League is not an organ- 
ization in the Church for the purpose 
of furnishing amusement, entertain- 
ment, or mere social enjoyment, but 
it seeks ‘to stimulate the members to 
a clearer consciousness of Christian 
faith, to encourage them in a careful 
and systematic study of the Bible, to 
increase their usefulness to the Church, 
to stimuate its members in public and 
private devotions, and to acquaint them 
with the rich history, the sound doc- 
trine and the usages of the Church; 
to encourage the young people to take 
an active part in every department of 
congregational activity, and to effect 
social relations becoming those who 
are of the same household of faith’.” 


Ten 


How, then, did the Luther League 
plan to accomplish these things? The 
speech already referred to continued, 
“The Luther League, therefore, en- 
courages the use of Lutheran Litera- 
ture, Lutheran Lutheran sery- 
ice, Lutheran topics, Lutheran every- 
thing.” These all are educational media 
Then, -we may fairly conclude that 
irom the very beginning, before the 
national organization itself came into 
existence, Luther League was funda- 
mentally an educational program sup- 
plementary to the formal educational 
processes regularly employed by the 
congregation—which were then Sun- 
day School and Catechetical Class. 

The first publication to serve the ed- 
ucational needs of a group of Lutheran 
young people’s societies was The Lu- 
theran Review, an eight-page (9x11% 
inches) monthly which the Central 
Association of Young People’s Luther- 
an Associations of New York City pub- 
lished, beginning in April, 1889. When 
the Central Association of New York 
became the Luther League of New 
York City (August, 1893), the name 


songs, 


Rev. (G.I. Bry, 


ry 


Paul H. Roth 


Rey. 


of the publication was changed to The 
Luther League Review. In the interim 
the size of it had grown to 12 pages. 
About a year after the organization of 
the Luther League of New York State 
The Luther League Review became its 
official organ, but the editorship re- 
mained with Mr. E. F. Ejlert and the 
business managership with Mr. Fred 
H. Wefer, both of New York City. 

Suggested topics and helpful topic 
material for every Sunday of the month 
began to appear with the December, 
1894, issue of The Luther League Re- 
view. An editorial comment in this 
issue credits them to the Luther 
League of Pennsylvania which had au- 
thorized them at their Harrisburg con- 
vention in the same year. Reprints of 
this material appeared in quarterly 
form with no change in the format, 
except that each was printed on a sep- 
arate page. Single subscriptions sold 
for ten cents per year. 

The format of The Luther League 
Review was changed, beginning with 
the issue for July, 1898. It thenceforth 
became a 32 page journal measuring 
6% inches by 9% inches, with self 
cover. The editor and publisher, how- 
ever, remained Mr. E. F. Eilert. 


All of this actually antedated the or- 
ganization of The Luther League of 
America—October 31, 1895, Pittsburgh, 
Pa. But it all goes to show the trend 
of events which made The Luther 
League of America what it was and 
is. At the first convention it was voted 
that a committee on literature should 
be established. It was to be the duty 
of this committee to prepare lessons 
and topics and to recommend a read- 
ing course for the use of Leaguers. 
The Luther League Review at once 
became the official organ of the new 
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Caucation Detartnent 


national organization. So from the very 
beginning we see evidences of the em- 
bryo which developed into the full- 
grown educational department of the 
League's activity in later times. 

The editorship of The Luther League 
Review remained with Mr. E. F. Eilert 
for many years (1890-1916), during 
much of which time he was ably assist- 
ed by a special corps of associates. 
Then in 1916 Rey. Luther M. Kuhns, 
former General Secretary and then 
Literature Secretary, assumed the re- 
sponsibility and served until June, 1919, 
when the editorship passed to the then 
General Secretary, Mr. Harry Hodges, 
and subsequently to successive Execu- 
tive Secretaries until the present in- 
cumbent, styled Associate Secretary, 
was given the task, January, 1944. 

Even after Mr. Eilert was no long- 
er the editor he remained the interested 
and generous publisher. However, in 
January 1928 the contract for publish- 
ine The Luther League Review and 
the quarterly went to the Kurzen- 
knabe Press, Harrisburg, where it has 
remained ever since. With the change 
of printers a new styling of the mag- 
azine was inaugurated. Further im- 
provements have been made in each 
successive year with the co-operation 
and assistance of the printer, Mr. John 
George Kurzenknabe, lfimself a de- 
voted League worker. 

The record shows that from earliest 
times The Luther League of America 
was interested in promoting a Read- 
ing Course. The Literary Secretary and 
the Literature Committee were charged 
again and again with the responsibil- 
ity of selecting and recommending 
books of a suitable character for such 
use. By the time of the Chicago Con- 
vention it was planned to issue a Liter- 
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ary Certificate’ to all those completing 
the reading of six of the twelve books 
of the course in a given period. Credit 
for reading additional sub- 
sequent years would be marked by the 
addition of a seal. Ambition outran 
itself at an early tine. The Literature 
Committee (New York Convention, 
1898) was even “authorized to solicit 
manuscripts of books fiom 100 to 250 
pages each, from members of the Lu- 
theran Church possessing literary at- 
tainments,’ to provide for their pub- 
lication and their distribution. 


books is 


The first formal convention approval 
of topics noted in the record was at 
New York when the list for 1899 was 
approved and the Literature Commit- 
tee was charged with the responsibil- 
ity of choosing those for 1900. 

The first editor of Luther League 
Topics was Rev. George H. Schnur, 
then of Chillicothe, Ohio. They were 
issued on the same theme for Juniors 
and Seniors with but a different de- 
velopment for each The 


age-group. 
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service of volunteer writers was em- 
ployed in the case of both Juniors and 
Seniors, the attempt being made to as- 
sign subjects to writers who were es- 
pecially well-qualified to write on the 
particular theme assigned them. In 1903 
and 1904 the following scheme was 
followed. A festival lesson was used 
on each of the greater days of the 
Church Year; the first and third Sun- 
day to doctrinal studies; and _ the 
fourth to a treatment of historical 
laksimmery, Ibias Wehy, (CO, Jeilbssin Jeleubione, ID) 
Dee thenmorseancastemm le asmaycs tine 
chairman of the committee to prepare 
the Junior Topics. 

During the bi-ennium, 1902-1904, the 
Executive Committee divided the Lit- 
erature Committee into two parts. One 
was headed by the Literature 
iow, Ine, (Cy ils Wisi, hovel seks imaele 
responsible for the general literature 
needs of the League and the Reading 
Courses. The other was headed by the 
editor of Luther League Topics, Rev. 
George H. Schnur, and was charged 
with the responsibility of preparing 
series of topics and furnishing topic 
material therefor. 


Secre- 


At the Buffalo Convention a tri- 
ennial series of topics was adopted cov- 
ering the years 1905, 1906 and 1907. 
Devotional use of the Bible and Daily 
Bible readings were a part of the top- 
ics scheme from the beginning. The 
first person to be associated with the 
choice of scripture lessons to accom- 
pany the topics and daily Bible read- 
ings was Rev. F. P. Bossart, then of 
Lima, Ohio, Pastor Bossart served in 
this capacity until the end of 1914. 
Others served for shorter periods dur- 
ing the next ‘years. However, for the 
greater part of 25 years Dr. C. P. Har- 
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ry, of ,Norristown, Pa., rendered this 
important service either as a member 
of, or chairman of, the Literature Com- 
mittee and its successor the Education 
Committee. 

The Lancaster District of the Lu- 
ther League of Pennsylvania presented 
at the Albany Convention (1912) a res: 


olution requesting that the Topics 
Committee be instructed to provide 
material for one missionary meeting 


a month. 

The record of the 13th convention, 
Buffalo, N. Y., 1918, indicated a new 
trend in League work. Hitherto there 
had been Juniors and Seniors, now the 
word Intermediate appears. The pro- 
vram for that convention provided a 
demonstration of Junior League work 
by Miss Brenda L. Mehlhouse, of Nor- 
ristown, Pa., who later became Junior 
Secretary of the organization; and an 
Interinediate Workers’ Conference, 
presided over by Rev. C. M. Teufel, 
then of Middletown, Maryland, and 
later chairman of the Intermediate 
Committee and editor of the Inter- 
mediate Quarterly Helps, Topics book- 
let for that age-group. 


At first Miss Brenda Mehlhouse, then 
serving as office secretary, was asked 
to assume the responsibility for pro- 
moting Junior and Intermediate work. 
Associated with her was a Junior- 
Intermediate Committee who chose the 
lessons and topics for use with those 
age-groups. Two separate series of 
topics were built annually. Material for 
each of them was published monthly 
in The Luther League Review. Later 
Miss Mehlhouse edited separate top- 
ics booklets for Juniors. 

Convinced of the great need in the 
Intermediate field, the Fort Wayne 
Convention (1920) took action creat- 
ing a separate Intermediate Commit- 
tee. Acting favorably upon this com- 
mittee’s recommendation, the York 
Convention (1922) authorized the Ex- 
ecutive Committee to call a full-time 
Intermediate Secretary. Early in 1923, 
the Rey. Robert J. Wolf, then of Ab- 
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Kansas, accepted the call and 
took office as the first Intermediate 
Secretary. Rev. Mr. Wolf gave him- 
self with great enthusiasm to the cul- 
tivation of the field. The production 
of literature for the age-group was 
left largely in the hands of the chair- 
man of the committee. The Rey. A. T. 
Michler, then of Philadelphia, Pa., 
continued his editorship of Intermedi- 
ate material for a while. Later, this 


ilene, 


work was taken over by Rev. Mr. 
Teufel: and, still later, by Secretary 
Wolf. 


It was not, however, until January, 
1932, that the Intermediate Quarterly 
Helps appeared as a separate publica- 
tion of 12 pages, (5144x8™% inches) with 
self cover. It was admittedly an ex- 
periment for 1932. Its continuance was 
contingent upon ‘a sufficient number 
of Intermediate Leagues placing their 
order for a year’s supply for 1933.” 
The material in it was to supplement 
that which was printed in The Luther 


League Review monthly. It is note- 
worthy that the distribution in 1932 
was without charge, the single sub- 


scription price thereafter being twenty- 
five cents. The circulation on a gratis 
basis became so large that contribu- 
tions to pay the mounting costs of 
printing and mailing had to be asked 
before the year was over. 

A further expansion of the Inter- 
mediate Quarterly Helps, then edited 
by the writer, began with the second 
quarter of 1940, when a _ color-cover 
was added, the size of the pages made 
6 x 9 inches, their number increased 
to 20, and the magazine punched 
for inclusion in a handbook for 
League workers. The latest enlarge- 
ment of the Helps took place with the 
issue for the third quarter of 1941 
when all topics material for Intermedi- 
ates was concentrated there, increas- 
ing the number of pages to 64, which 


subsequently were reduced by war- 
time paper shortages. A new editor, 
Rev. J. M. Frease, now Executive 


Secretary, took over with the issue of 
the third quarter, 1945, and made fur- 
ther helpful changes in the arrange- 


Mis: Go Al Davis 


ment and content of material appear- 
ing in it. 

With the advent of Mr. Harry 
Hodges to the General Secretaryship 
at the time of the Toledo Convention 
(1916) came the proposal to introduce 
the use of two interdenominationally 
built series of topics. The motive back 
of this action was the attempt to 
weave into the League’s fellowship 
those young people’s societies in Lu- 
theran Churches which had maintained 
other or no connections. These series 
were then amended where necessary 
to make them provide for the major 
festivals of the Church Year. The de- 
velopment of all themes, however, was 
always assigned to Lutheran writers. 


Shortly after the organization of the 
Youth Commission of the American 
Lutheran Conference (1930), The Lu- 
ther League of America was invited 
to share in the work of its sub-com- 
mittee on topics. The invitation was 
nacre! incl IDke, (C. 12, Isleving wee 
appointed and served until recently 
when the writer was appointed. The 
first series of topics built by the com- 
mittee was proposed for use in 1932, 


Due to certain considerations, how- 
ever, the Executive Committee de- 
ferred adoption and use of All- 


Lutheran topics until 1933. This series, 
currently in use for the Senior age- 
group, is built on the basis of three 
topics to a unit on a general theme, 
the themes for the remaining Sundays 
in each month being chosen by our 
own Education Committee. 


The Long Beach Convention of The 
Luther Leagtie of America (July, 1939) 
adopted a threefold age-group educa- 
tional program which became effective 
October, 1940. By this plan education- 
al. materials were to be provided for 
each of three age-groups—Intermedi- 
ates, Seniors and Young People. As a 
further extension of the work of the 
Education Department Mrs. Charles 
A. Davis was employed on a part- 
time basis to serve as Educational Sec- 
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“Deck the halls with boughs of holly, 

Lamlaslaslaslanlaslasiasla: 

’Tis the season to be jolly—” 

The door is unlocked; do come in! 
We have been climbing up and down 
this ladder all morning trying to com- 
plete our Christmas decorating! This 
is the last piece of pine to be fastened 
above these shelves, but there are some 
odds and ends to finish. Want to help? 
Good! That lovely little Madonna 
stands on that wooden plate with a 
few sprigs of American holly around 
her, and the whole concoction belongs 
on that table beside the brass candle- 
sticks. The long wooden arm _bediz- 
zened with sleighbells fastens to the 
top of the door and becomes our 
knocker for the rest of the month. 
It is a merry sound, isn’t it? And the 
peppermint stick with the little girls 
dancing around it goes in the window. 
The empty space in the corner is for 
our Christmas tree, but it will not be 
delivered until next week. In the mean- 
time we shall probably spend most of 
our time wrapping gifts or decorating 
split baskets for food. That is the 
Swap Shop specialty for this month, 
you know. 

By the way, similar activity in your 
Leagues would be an excellent (and 
entertaining) way for Leaguers to ren- 
der personal service. There are always 
so many things to be done during this 
season of the year; busy men and wo- 
men would appreciate being relieved 
of some of their tasks, especially if 
their fingers are all thumbs, or if they 
find tying up packages an irksome duty. 
Your Leaguers can use the gay papers 
printed for the occasion, or use their 
own ingenuity in creating wrappings. 

If that idea fails to appeal to them 
(or only to part of them), they might 
get together and make Christmas cards, 
printing them from linoleum cuts or 
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stencils, either for personal use or for 
that of the Luther League itself. 
Down in Texas where they mimeo- 
graph a Directory (and a very handy 
gadget it is, too!) of all officers (both 
state and local) and departmental sec- 
retaries, greeting other Leagues would 
be a simple and pleasant task. Some 
of those paper angels (pattern on re- 
quest) would be fine for hospital trays 
or for dining tables in nearby institu- 
tions, too. There are so many things 
to do! 

You probably go caroling as a 
League on Christmas Eve, either be- 
fore or after your midnight service 
(another place to use a League Christ- 
mas card, by the way), but do you do 
anything about any other Christmas 
service? For instance, in one of our 
U. L. C. A. churches where the Sunday 
School officials believe in encouraging 
their young people’s creative ability and 
general development in the church, the 
members of the Luther League wrote 
the script for the Sunday School's 
Christmas pageant, designed and built 
the necessary scenery, worked as 
stage-hands, and aided in the make- 
up, costuming and direction of the pro- 
duction. They had adult guidance when 
and where needed, but by and large 
the bulk of the work was their own. 
The inspiration of this season of the 
year is so great that you are limited 
only by your imagination, really. 

Christmas time is our favorite of all 
the year, not just because it means 
holly and the smell of pine, bright red 
poinsettias and the smiling faces of 
children, peppermint candy canes and 
mysterious packages, carols and Christ- 
mas legends and myriads of colored 
lights. We like it best because of what 
it does to people. Their smiles are ra- 
diant. Their eyes sparkle. Their spirits 
expand with good will. They think 


SWAP SHOP 
Ruth Martsolf Cover 


Chairman, Education Committee, 


Luther League of America 


more of others and less of themselves, 
and the earth becomes a good place 
in which to live. That is the wonderful 
thing about Christmas. People seem to 
remember why Christ born in 
Bethlehem. If only we could remember 
later how it was at Christmas 

But you came seeking gift ideas from 
the library corner, did you not? Well, 
our favorite Christmas book gift is 
Dicken’s Christmas Carol illustrated 
by Everett Shinn (introduction by 
Lionel Barrymore) and published by 
The John C. Winston Co. It is beau- 
tifully printed, has six full color plates 
and numerous pen and ink sketches on 
its every page. But perhaps you had a 
young child in mind. In that case, may 
we suggest A Child’s Story of tae 
Nativity published by Random Hou e. 
It is a large slim book with lovely 
illustrations by Masha, done in soft 
pastel colors generously accented in 
gold. Then there is a book of carols 
called Christmas Carols compiled by 
Frank Edwin Peat with drawings by 
his wife, Fern Bisel Peat, that is a 
wonderful gift for either the young or 
the old. The first part of the book 
is a correlation of hymns, pictures and 
scriptures telling the story o° Christ- 
mas, and the second part contains a 
fairly complete collection of traditional 
carols. There are over forty carols in 
all contained in this compilation pub- 


Was 


lished by the Saalfield Publishing 
Company (Akron, Ohio, and New 
York). Or because it is the time of 


year to think especially of peace on 
earth, good will to men, perhars you 
should choose John Hersey’s Hiro- 
shima released first in the New Yorker 
and published last month in book form 
by Alfred A. Knopf. Not a gay book 
with a holiday spirit, but a shattering 
shaking, important documentary one. 
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HE costs of war are well known. 

Our recent experience brought 

this home to us in frightful 

and forceful terms. No one 
will deny that World War II was the 
costliest of all wars ever waged. In 
terms of men, materials, and morals 
we have all paid a terrible price for the 
victory we won. Yes, undeniably, war 
has its price! 


So, also, does peace have a price. 
This fact is not as readily recognized. 
There are, apparently, many people 
who think that when war has ended 
peace comes as a natural sequence. 
Not so. The absence of war is not 
necessarily the same as peace. The 
two are definitely not one and the 
same thing. This distinction is essen- 
tial to an understanding of the prob- 
lems we face today. 


It is entirely possible that the spirit 
and attitude of war are active long be- 
fore and long after open combat is 
carried on. As has been pointed out 
many times, war is an outward and 
visible symptom of a disease which is 
at work in society. The sickness must 
be cured at its roots before genuine 
health can be restored. The cure in- 
volves extensive and drastic measures. 
This is the only means b~ which our 
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world will be brought to permanent 
peace. The. question is, Are we willing 
to follow the prescription and pay the 
price? 

There is a tendency on the part of 
all men to relegate the responsibility 
to others—to feel that the problem be- 
longs to someone else. It is more com- 
fortable and convenient to let the other 
fellow do the fretting connected with 
the problems of world peace. This 
shirking of personal responsibility is 
tragic. It may well lead ultimately to 
loss of individual freedom and rights. 

Every Luther Leaguer, every Chris- 
tian, needs to be alert to his individual 
responsibility in the winning of a just 
and enduring peace. It will cost some- 
thing to help achieve world peace, but 
think what this last war cost. And 
ponder the price of an atomic war, if 
that should ever come about! 


What, then, can a Luther Leaguer 
do toward the building of a peaceful 
world? 

He may believe in world peace. He 
may hold fast to the faith that peace is 
possible, Without this basic conviction 
that peace is attainable, to aim for or 
work for it will be utter folly. 

There are people who seem to have 
lost faith in world peace. They take 
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another world war for granted. Pre- 
dictions as to its coming vary from six 
months to a year. If the hope of mak- 
ing peace goes, war will surely come. 
Any effort toward peace will be con- 
sidered futile. Too many folks have 
assumed that attitude. It is fatalistic 
and defeatist. Let our Christian youth 
cuard against it. 

There are vast 
thereto and the 


Peace is possible. 
problems pertaining 
experts are at work on them. The 
way will be found—yea, must be 
found—to settle disputes between na- 
tions by peaceful means. To believe 
anything else is to deny the possibili- 
ty of universal brotherhood and mu- 
tual welfare. It will not be an easy 
road or short, to be sure, but the goal 
can and will be eventually reached. 


Mr. Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., emi- 
nent American diplomat and _ recog- 
nized authority on international prob- 
lems, has recently reaffirmed his con- 
viction that there is a way to save the 
world from another world war. He 
holds a great faith in the United Na- 
tions idea and organization. Need for 
faith, firmness, and patience he ac- 
knowledges. To try for world welfare 
and world peace is our solemn obliga- 
tion, Mr. Stettinius asserts, and neither 
God nor man will forgive us for lack 
of faith to make the serious attempt. 
First of all, then, we must have the 
faith that peace can and will be won. 


In the second place, the price to be 
paid for peace involves acquiring a 
knowledge of fundamental facts on 
which peace must be founded. As far 
as possible, we need to know the truth 
about the world situation. This means 
study of literature on the whole sub- 
ject. There is a wealth of material 
available to aid us in gaining reliable 
information about peace. 


Much false and prejudiced judgment 
is being passed today. Conclusions 
are reached without adequate or true 
facts. Loose talk is prevalent. One 
often hears people speaking strong 
condemnation of other races and other 
nations. This evidences a lack of 
knowledge, a failure to find out the 
real truth of the situation. 


The Luther Leaguer can help cor- 
rect this condition and counteract false 
statements by informing himself of 
the facts. Such books as Dr. O. Fred- 
erick Nolde’s new publication, “Power 
for Peace,” and Dr. Walter W. Van 
Kirk’s “A Christian Global Strategy,” 
are excellent helps. The list of such 
books is lengthy and more are being 
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issued constantly. 


: Getting the actual 
facts enables a 


person to speak and 
act more intelligently in this present 
crisis hour. It is the only way to suc- 
cessfully deal with current prejudices 
and errors. Let us know and speak 
the truth about peace! 


Young people must go further than 


informing themselves. They should 
suggest and support one or several 
study groups in their churches and 


communities. This will increase the 
number of people who will know the 
true facts about these vital matters. 
Taking the time and trouble to accom- 
plish this is part of the price of peace. 


There is a conflict today between 
different and opposing conceptions of 
society. Democracy and its way of 
life is being challenged by communism. 
The two are direct opposites. The 
place and purpose of the individual are 
conceived in the communistic philoso- 
phy as solely subservient to the state. 
Democracy holds to the primary im- 
portance and well-being of the indi- 
vidual. The best defense of the demo- 
cratic principles is not in physical 
force, but in intelligent and uncom- 
promising loyalty thereto. This means, 
for example, regular and informed 
voting at all elections, a duty and 
privilege sadly neglected by church 


people. The ideological contest for 


the devotion of the peoples of the 
world will be won by that one which 
gains the greater loyalty from its pro- 
fessed followers. If we really believe 
in Democracy, let us support it seri- 
ously—half-heartedness isn’t typical of 
communists! 


Then, too, the Luther Leaguer and 
all of us must be willing to pay the 
economic costs of bringing about world 
peace and wel’are. The economy of a 
world permanently at peace will mean 
sacrifices on the part of some of the 
peoples of the world, surely on our 
part. We have enjoyed in these United 
States abundances and luxuries as no 
other people in the world. Our land 
has been spared the scourges of war- 
fare. Starvation and disease have not 
laid their heavy hands on us as on 
many millions of our brethren. 


Shall we remain utterly selfish and 
complacent in our comparative pros- 
perity while others suffer and die? If 
so, God have pity on us! We shall 
deserve His just judgments. 


Lutheran World Action is one of 
the channels by which each of us may 
help relieve the terrible suffering 
across the seas. That way is open to 
us now. Others will make themselves 
evident from time to time. Are we 
ready to share? Or, do we still want 
more than our rightful portion of the 


fruits of the earth and the blessings 
of God? 

To afford greater opportunities and 
higher standards of living to exploited 
and underprivileged peoples will cost 
us something. It may even cost a good 
deal of our luxuries and niceties. “Sac- 
rifice,” Say. war call for 
Do soon forget? 
Rather shall we call whatever we give 
toward world peace “investment” in- 
stead of “sacrifice.” Furthermore, the 
returns therefrom will be constructive 
rather than destructive. This is some- 
thing we should always remember. 


some Does 


sacrifice? we so 


Last, but by means least, the 
young Christian will remember the 
power of prayer. Let us pray earnest- 
ly, continuously for the peace of the 
world. This, too, is the price we must 
pay for peace, though this is in reality 
a cherished privilege. 


no 


How much praying we did during 
the war! We asked God for the safe 
protection of our loved ones, for vic- 
tory, and for an early reunion of our 
families. Yes, we prayed plenty then. 
Are we still praying? If we are faith- 
ful Christians, our petitions for peace 
continue to ascend to the Throne of 
Grace. 

Are these prayers effective? No 
one can measure the ultimate blessings 
from the sincere prayers of God's peo- 
ple. Only the All-wise God knows the 
possible effect of the world-encirciing 
fellowship of Christians united in faith 
and prayer. To this unique and blessed 
fellowship each loyal Luther Leaguer 
may belong. Do not lose the oppor- 
tunity. 
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EACE of mind is a state which 

very few of us at all times pos- 

sess. When this lack becomes 

so acute as to threaten our 
normal mode of living, some o: us 
try by many and devious ways to find 
that which we have lost. If we have 
not been rooted in a proper apprecia- 
tion of the true value of God in our 
lives, our blundering attempts lead us 
further away from this peace. Only 
then are some of us led to seek assist- 
ance. Others of us, because of a wrong 
sense of pride or for other reasons do 
not seek assistance, but wander aim- 
lessly through life never finding the 
joy of abundant living. It is encourag- 
ing to know that the Church has pro- 
vided a means of guiding us to avail- 
able resources to help us set ourselves 
on the road toward acquiring this 
blessed state. It is even more encour- 
aging to recognize that the Church 
through its sense of mission seeks out 
those who find it difficult to express 
their need or request help. 

In addition to the constint assist- 
ance supplied by the helpful ministra- 
tions of the pastor of each congrega- 
tion, the Lutheran Church has main- 
tained a ministry of Inner Missions 
which seeks to provide for the special 
needs of men, women, and children 
supplementary to the activities of the 
pastor and congregation. Homes for 
the aged, and for children of varying 


needs, hospitals ‘or the sick, hospices 
for men and women, and young peo- 
ple without permanent residence, set- 
tlement houses, and other types of 
institutions are maintained throughout 
the country. Inner Mission Societies 
and Welfare Agencies are operated to 
supply service to families, children, 
and individuals who for any reason 
demonstrate a need for assistance in 
adjusting properly in society. Clergy- 
men and lay people have been enlisted 
in taking the Word and Sacrament to 
persons confined in institutions. Sum- 
mer camps have been set up and are 
being carried on to provide religious 
instruction and healthful recreation 
for city children who would otherwise 
not have an opportunity to enjoy God’s 
great out-of-doors nor receive guid- 
ance in Christian group living. 

What a glorious array of Inner Mis- 
sion activities is being carried on by 
the Lutheran Church for the preven- 
tion and alleviation of human need. 
According to the 1945 Statistical Bul- 
letin for the Lutheran Church in 
North America there are 41 Inner Mis- 
sion Societies and Welfare Agencies 
in 18 states and the District of Coluni- 
bia. Institutional work is carried on 
by 75 different Lutheran organizations 
in 23 states, the District of Columbia 
and Canada. 13 Settlement Houses, 
4 Day Nurseries, 20 Summer Camps, 
24 Hospices and Residence Clubs, 16 


This is the story of the - 
of many different synods co-« 
of the United States. Therw 
in Baltimore, Philadelphia, Nd 
Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Columb) 
held, Detroit, Chicago, Fargoc 
mento, Los Angcles, Toledo, 
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Inner Misston. Lutheran Churches 
a this great work in different parts 
nec Misston Societies and agencies 
, Brooklyn, Washington, Rochester, 
ing, Des Moines, Dayton, Spring- 
ukee, Minneapolis, Portland, Sacra- 
1, and elsewhere. 


Missions for Seamen, Immigrants, 
Transients, and Homeless persons, and 
3 Houses of Mercy are operated by 
the Church. 80 agencies and homes are 
set up for the care of children. 105 
Homes for the Aged provide for a 
capacity of 4,339 persons. The Church 
maintains 80 Hospitals, Sanatoria, 
Homes for convalescents and for in- 
curables and 23 Missions for the deaf 
and blind. 

The call of need has reached across 
the boundaries which separate the 
Lutheran Church into numerous bod- 
ies, and in many instances has caused 
various Lutheran groups to unite their 
efforts in helping each other. Under 
the Welfare Division of the National 
utheranes Gouncilys wheres iii Geek. 
Krumbholz is the able director, Luther- 
an Inner Mission activities of more 
bodies than the Council represents 
have been brought together, encour- 
aged, and expanded. The 3oards 
and Committees of the various Luther- 
an bodies, such as the Board of Social 
Missions of the United Lutheran 
Church, have been fostering Inner 
Missions. Indeed, the Lutheran Church 
has manifested a strong leadership in 
this field of ministry and because of 
its high standards and increasing ef- 
forts in recruiting and training of addi- 
tional personnel, will continue to make 
an unexcelled contribution to Christian- 
ity's endeavor to alleviate human need. 


The Church has always held the su 
preme place in ministering to the spir- 
itual needs of mankind, but not always 
has its service in social welfare been 
recognized as being on a par with that 
of secular agencies. This has been due 
partly to the Church's slowness to ac- 
cept the scientific advances in social 
work and partly to the immaturity of 
social work as a profession and the re- 
luctance of social workers to recognize 
the value of the Church's methods. 
This rivalry is fast disappearing as 
church agencies raise their standards 
and church social workers demonstrate 
a commendable leadership in communti- 
ty social work. 

The Church’s purpose and motive 
as well as method in social work will 
always remain on a different level from 
that of secular social work because it 
considers itself under commission from 
Christ to minister to human needs and 
because it recognizes that the presence 
of God in the life of every individual 
is the only permanent resource of 
streneth for solving personal and so- 
cial problems. It acknowledges the 
fact that peace of mind is attainable 
only through a complete loyalty to 
God in all human relations. 

The Inner Mission program oi the 
Lutheran Church will move forward 
because it is inspired by the Compas- 
sionate Spirit of Christ and because it 
is close to the heart of God. 
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HOLLIS LUTHER LEAGUE 
WINS ATTENDANCE 


AWARD 
The Luther Leaguers of Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church, of Hollis, 


L. I., N. Y., have won the attendance 
Award Banner at the Pinecrest Dunes 
Luther League Leadership School, held 
At EInecrestm Dunes me lneconic, loa le 
from August 25 to September 2. Sevy- 
enteen Leaguers from Hollis won the 
award by attending, and this is the 
fifth year they have won. Gloria Ber- 
trand is the President of the League, 
and Mr. and Mrs: Schwabe, the Ad- 
visors. 


MISS HARRIET REEVES 
Baltimore, Md. 


Harriet is now finishing her term as 


Chairman of the Luther League oi 
America’s Missionary Committee. She 
has promoted mission study and the cur- 
rent missionary project, Hungary Lu- 
theran Youth Project. This latter is the 
first missionary project of the organiza- 
tion to be presented to the synodical 
and state Leagues on a non-quota basis. 
The gifts which came from each group 
were entirely voluntary, without any 
thought of per capita giving. At this 
writing, more than $5,000 has been 
raised ior the project, that amount hav- 
ing been turned over already to the 
proper off-cials of the Church for trans- 
mission to the place where it will be put 
to work. It is probable that $1,000 or 
more will yet come in for this cause. 
Congratulations, Harriet, on the good 
work you have done to promote this im- 
portant project! 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN SYNOD 
LUTHER LEAGUE MEETS 
AT CAMP CROCKETT, 


COLORADO 
Onevot Ub GaeAj ce cinallestapent 
most far-flung Synodical Luther 


Leagues, that of the Rocky Mountain 
Synod, held its annual convention in 
the Colorado Rockies from August 13 
to 19. The convention was held in con- 
junction with» the League’s summer 
camp at Camp Crockett, southeast of 
Pueblo, Colorado. Fifty-three attending 
delegates from Colorado, New Mexico 
and Wyoming traveled a total of 30,177 
miles to the camp, an average of 569 
miles per person. 


The camp, which is intended to be 
an annual event but which was aban- 
doned during the war, was the most 
successful yet held by the League. Pre- 
vious camp sessions lasted three days, 
but the League voted to continue the 
full-week session initiated this year. 

The Leaguers spent their mornings 
in class sessions, while the afternoons 
were devoted to recreational activities, 
including horseback riding, fishing, hik- 
ing, volley ball, and baseball. Evenings 
were spent by the lodge camplire in 
singspirations, story-telling, stunts and 
games. 

Two class series were conducted for 
each of the two age groups present. 
First was a series on the topic “Wor- 
ship,’ which treated the subject in 
connection with its development, with 
the liturgy, with the fine arts, and with 
the worshiper. Rev. L. C. Soker of St. 
Paul's in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
conducted the senior classes; and Rey. 
J. W. Eastlack of Zion in Trinidad, 
Colorado, led the intermediates. 


The second series, entitled “Steward- 
ship,” dealt with Lutheran World Ac- 
tion and with lessons entitled “Giving 
at the Hub,” “Giving Through the 


Spokes,” and “Giving for the Rim,” 
the hub, spokes, and rim representing 
each local congregation, the Church in 
America and its organized channels for 
contribution, and our mission fields at 
home and abroad, respectively. The 
seniors were led by Miss Esther Barn- 
hart of St. Paul’s in Albuquerque; the 
intermediates, by Mrs. W. S. Calhoun 
of Trinity in Canon City, Colorado. 


The convention proper was held dur- 
ing the last day of camp, with John 
Fredericks of Albuquerq#e presiding. 
The usual reports were read and acted 
upon, and Mr. Fredericks reviewed the 
proceedings of the National Convention 
held in Pittsburgh. Plans were made, 
including needed revisions in the finan- 


cial organization of the league; and 
committees were named for the en- 
suing year. Officers for 1947 were 


elected, Mr. Fredericks being re-elected 
President. Paul Barnhart, also of Al- 
buquerque, was elected Vice-President; 
June Humbert of Trinity in Laramie, 
Wyoming, Secretary; and Ray Larsen 
of Laramie, Treasurer, 


The Luther League of the Rocky 
Mountain Synod felt extremely fortu- 
nate to have as its guest Rev. Joseph 
W. Frease, Executive Secretary of the 
Luther League of America. His dyna- 
mic and challenging “Morning Watch” 
talks were unusually interesting and 
deeply. inspirational. Another  high- 
light of the program was a series of 
devotional lectures entitled ‘“God’s 
Wonderful World,” conducted by Dr. 
C. S. Bream of Grace Church, Casper, 
Wyoming. 

The Rocky Mountain Synod League 
feels that this year’s camp was a huge 
success and a blessed experience, All 
of the Leaguers are eagerly looking 
forward to Luther League Camp in 
1947, the attendance goal of which is 
to double that of 1946, 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


MARYLAND 
CELEBRATES 
SILVER JUBILEE 
CONVENTION 


“Christ Calls Youth’—a 
theme that has the chal- 
lenge to “Invigorate the 
Church,” “Strengthen Na- 
tional Foundations,” “Build 
a United World” brought 
together Maryland Synod 
Luther Leaguers this year 
over the Labor Day week- 
end. 

Over 225 youth meeting 
rst yaulennt enaant 
Church, Hagerstown, Md., 
determined that it is good 
to live in a challenging age 
when the world is building anew. 
“Youth is the salt of the earth, its pre- 
serving power. Together we can build 
a brotherhood of believers in Christ 
which affirms the rights of others, 
share economic opportunities, and rec- 
ognizes the interdependence of all.” 
These thoughts were presented by Dr. 
Wilson P. Ard, Rey. Augustus Hack- 
mann, and Dr. L. Ralph Tabor. 


Practical ideas on Luther League 
work and programs were brought to 
the group by Mrs. Frances Miller 
Clark of Virginia. representative of the 
Luther League of America, in a talk 
entitled “Here’s How To Do It”. Ex- 
tensive displays of Education, Missions, 
Life Service and League Publicity 
brought to the Leaguers attention old 
and new ideas, books and materials. 


Top fun and fellowship was enjoyed 
by all in an evening of stunts, games 
and dancing on Saturday. On Sunday 
there was a Fellowship Supper with 
group singing and later that night a 
watermelon party. The banquet on 
Monday with an inspiring action, serv- 
ice address, “Can Christ Count Upon 
Youth” by the Rey. Edward T. Horn, 
III, of Philadelphia, sent the leaguers 
home fully realizing their responsibili- 
ties in their league, church and the 
world today and determined to do 
something about them. 

The Intermediates, in their one day 
convention on Monday, awoke us all 
with their understanding of Luther 
League opportunities. 

In their business meeting the Mary- 
land Leaguers quickly accepted the 
obligations and changes made at the 
Pittsburgh Convention and_ elected 
Miss Edna Wagner of Baltimore presi- 
dent, and Philip Alexander, Interme- 
diate president. 


ST. JOHN’S, SHELL CREEK, 
HOST TO MIDWEST SYNOD 
LUTHER LEAGUE 


The 19th annual convention of the 
Luther League of the Midwest Synod 


DECEMBER, 1946 


Peers oe 


Nineteenth Annual 


was held August 20-22, at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Shell Creek, Nebras- 
ka, Rev. William Goede, Pastor. The 
theme of this three-day convention 
was “Jesus Is Calling.” 

Rey. Frederick Weisenborn, Scrib- 
ner, served as convention chaplain. 
Following the opening business ses- 
sion a debate, Resolved, That Foreign 
Missions Are More Important Than 
Home Missions, was presented by the 
Leaguers from Pilger and Winside. 
A feature of the day was an address 
by Dr. W. P. Hieronymus, President 
of Midland College, Fremont. St. 
John’s, Scribner, presented special 
music and Trinity, Columbus, pre- 
sented a skit portraying missionary 
work in the conquered countries. 

The host League, St. John’s, Shell 
Creek, entertained with a weiner roast 
on the church grounds in the evening. 
Stunts were also presented by ten of 
the Leagues. The evening’s entertain- 
ment was closed with an ice cream 
treat. 

Opening the third day was the regu- 
lar chapel service, followed by elec- 
tions and the presentation of banners 
to the Senior League of St. Paul’s 
Church, Hooper, and the Intermediate 
League of St. John’s Church, Ridgley, 
host to last year’s convention. 


The following group of officers was 
chosen for the new year: President, 
Miss Mildred Bachman, Creston; Vice- 
President, Clinton Von Seggern, Scrib- 
ner; Recording Secretary, Miss Ethel 


Loseke, Columbus; Corresponding 
Secretary, Miss Gertrude Hurling, 
Schuyler; Treasurer, Miss Dorothy 
Schwarten, Emerson. 

Dr. O. W. Ebright, of Tabitha 


Home, Lincoln, addressed the conven- 
tion on the closing afternoon and Rev. 
William Goede, host pastor, conducted 
an impressive Memorial Service in 
honor of all Leaguers who had died 
during the year. The convention closed 

¢ 


with the formal installation of the o'- 
ficers for the ensuing year. 


ss 


ea 


Convention Luther League of Midwest Synod 


Mr. Charles W. Fuhr 


Mr. Fuhr, better known to Lea- 
guers as ‘‘Uncle Chaclie,” has beena 
great Luther League man from way 
back. He was instrumental in giving 
impetus to Junior Luther League 
work not only in his own church and 
synod, but also on a_church-wide 
basis. His interest, however, was not 
limitel to the Juniors. At a later 
time he served for twelve years as 
treasu er of The Luther League of 
America. 


Most recently he was an_ active 
member of the Pittsburgh Conven- 
tion committee which made prepara- 
tions for the Golden Jubilee Con- 
vention. On the Sunday before the 
convention began, while serving in 
his capacity as Superintendent of his 
home Sunday School, he had a fall 
which smashed his glasses and in- 
jured his eye. During the convention 
he was hospitalized. Subsequently, he 
has suffered the lors of the in‘ured 


eye. However. not even such an 
injury could thwart the Christian 
spirit of this devoted churchman. 


Our prayers and gord wishes will 
attend him as we keep him in our 
hearts. 


Nineteen 


Complete Mustrated Story 


of the 


LUTHER LEAGUE 
of AMERICA ... 


Here’s a Christmas gift which will long 
be remembered, appreciated and en- 
joyed. Never before has the story of 
these years been told. It will be a highly 
prized addition to anyone’s personal 
library. 


A Record of Luther League Growth 
You Will Want To Own and Give 


Please send me at once 
Luther League of America’s Golden Jubilee Book at 


$1.25 each. In payment of the same please find $ 


Your Name 


Street 


CGhurchaes 


Twenty 


Rae ... copy (copies) of the 


AN OUTSTANDING 


CHRISTIAN 5, ft 
CHRISTMAS [ 


in Lutheran Emblem Jewelry 


This unusually lovely Luther Emblem Jewelry has al- 
ready become most popular with Lutheran young people. 
Please your friends this Christmas by giving them Luther 
Emblem Jewelry. 


TIE CLASP 
NM 6421U $1.25 plus tax 
Attractively styled slip-on clasp in sterling silver with tiny, 
colorful Luther Emblem on clasp chain. A popular gift 
for the teen-age boy. 


BRACELET 
NM 554N $1.75 plus tax 
A lovely sterling silver bracelet with the Luther Emblem 
mounted on_a distinctive center design, that will delight 
every girl. Excellently styled in every detail. 


NECKLACE 
NM 557N $2.00 plus tax 
Styled in sterling silver with the Luther Emblem on a 
lucite mounting. Attractive silver filigree embellishes the 
mounting. A lovely gift for the teen age girl. 


Order Now 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
860 N. Wabash Ave. 610 Smithfield St. 


1617 Sumter St. 
Chicago 11, Ill, Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 


Columbia 3, S. C. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Young People s Topics For December 


PLEASE NOTE! Luther League workers who are now renewing their activity after a period of inactivity will 
need an explanation of where the topics study materials are now to be found. All of the material for Young People 
those 18 years old and over, both the basic and the supplementary material, which was formerly published in the old 
quarterly, is now printed in this place. The New Senior Quarterly carries the material prepared for the Senior Hich 
School group. The Intermediate Quarterly Helps carries all the material for Intermediates. fi 


TOPIC STUDY FOR DECEMBER 7 » » 


First Sunday in Advent 
THE HEART OF IT ALL—A BIBLE STUDY 


1 Corinthians 13 


By -Rev. Krank PB. (Cauble, PhiD Hickory,—N. C. 


@ Preparation 


_Secure a copy of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the New Testament for the reading of 
the Scripture Lesson. 


® Program 


Prelude: Play 
(204 PSH) 


Call to Worship: Read the first two stanzas 
of-“O- Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” 
(348 CSB, 275 PSH) 

Hymn: “God is Love’? (297 CSB, 256 PSH) 

Scripture: I Corinthians 13 

Prayer: Gracious Father, we praise Thee be- 
cause we have come to know Thy love mani- 
fested in Jesus. Teach us day by day to know 
more of Thy love that we may become more 
like Thee. Grant us Thy spirit, that we may 
love Thee with our whole heart and love 
our neighbors as ourselves. Help us to seek 
for others the blessings which we desire for 
ourselves. As Thou hast richly blessed us, 
may we be a blessing to others. As Thou 
dost give us opportunity, may we share our 
abundance. Make us not grasping but gra- 
cious, like unto the spirit of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

Solo: “‘O Master of the Loving Heart” 

(135 Children’s Hymnal) 

Presentation of Topic and Discussion 

The Offering 

Hymn: “Saviour Teach 
(568 CSB; 146 PSH) 

Benediction 


softly, “Jesus Calls Us” 


Me Day by Day” 


@ The Topic 
Introduction 


Love has been the theme of literary 
artists almost since the beginning of 
human history. The world’s poets have 
penned many beautiful odes in praise 
of love. No secular writer, however, 
has ever been able to produce a hymn 
of love that can compare with the 
divinely-inspired thirteenth chapter of 
I Corinthians. This is a literary gem; 
a wonderful masterpiece; a sublime revy- 
elation. 


Before we begin our study of this 
chapter, let us try to get clear in our 
minds what Paul means when he uses 
the word “love.” Love does not mean 
the same thing to all people. The love 
which St. Paul describes so eloquently 
does not signify physical love or love 
between the sexes. Neither does it re- 
fer to mere friendship, or natural affec- 
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tion, or good will. It is something far 
deeper than these things. The word 
love, as it is used in this chapter, means 
nothing less than Christlike love, the 
divine love which caused Christ to give 
His life for the salvation of mankind. 
It is the love which passeth knowledge, 
which is above all that we can think or 
know. 


Love Greatest by Contrast 

In this chapter St. Paul does not 
hesitate to declare that love is the 
greatest of all spiritual gifts, the very 
heart of the Christian religion. He 
states that love is the essential thing 
in Christianity, the heart of it all, and 
that when love is missing all other 
gifts are worthless. Without the spirit 
of love within the heart of the Chris- 
tian, all other virtues amount to 
nothing. 

In the first three verses, love is con- 
trasted with various other gifts which 
church members often and rightly deem 
to be important; such as, speaking 
with tongues, prophecy, faith, charity, 
and sacrifice. The sacred writer affirms 
that these things mean nothing, either 
in themselves or for their possessors, 
unless they are built upon love. All 
are without significance apart from a 
loving, Christlike spirit within the 
heart. 


Love is greater than the ability to 
speak in tongues. Though a man be 
able to speak with all the tongues 
known by men and angels, if he has 
no love, his speaking is as vain as the 
clanging of gongs and cymbals in the 
heathen temples. Words not motivated 
by love are meaningless. 

Love is greater than the gift of 
prophecy. The Word of God_ pro- 
claimed by the prophet must be spoken 
in. love. The one who is unable to 
speak the truth in love, to use the ex- 
pression of Paul, is nothing. 


Love is even greater than faith. This 
seems strange, doesn’t it? How can 


love be greater than faith? Are we 
not saved by grace, through faith? 
Paul does not mean to minimize the 
importance and necessity of faith, as 
we know from his other writings. He 
means to say that love is the standard 
by which we measure the reality of our 
faith. We cannot have true faith and 
live loveless lives. 

Love is greater than charity. The 
King James version of the Bible uses 
the word “charity” instead of love 
throughout this chapter. The reason 
is that charity was once a synonym 
for love, but now it refers to the things 
we do to help those who are poor and 
needy. All Christians are fully aware 
of the fact that it is comparatively 
easy to give to the poor without hav- 
ing any love in our hearts. Our motive 
may be just to get rid of a beggar. Such 
“charity” profits us nothing. 

Love is greater than sacrifice. Even 
a martyr may be motivated by some- 
thing other than love. No matter how 
great our sacrifice may be nor how 
good the cause, the outward act with- 
out the inner spirit is valueless. 


The Characteristics of Love 


Like a chemist in his laboratory, St. 
Paul proceeds to make an analysis of 
love to determine its various elements. 
He gives a report of his findings in the 
next four verses. 

Love is characterized by long-suf- 
fering or patience. It does not expect 
everything to be done in a moment. 
It does not lose its temper or get 
out of heart. “Love is kind,” we are 
told. The loving spirit in our hearts 
will reveal itself in words and deeds 
of gentle goodness. “Love envieth 
not.” It does not spend time envying 
the gifts and possessions of others, 
but uses what it already has in the 
service of God and man. 


“Love vaunteth not itself, is not 
puffed up, does not behave itself un- 
seemly.” Moffatt translates these words: 
“Love makes no parade, gives itself 
no airs, is never rude.” 

“Love seeketh not her own.” Love 
knows that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive. “Love is not easily 
provoked.” It does not become irri- 
tated, resentful, and angry, but is meek 
and humble. 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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TOPIC STUDY FOR DECEMBER 8 


II Sunday in Advent 
ARMED FOR VICTORY 
Pocket Testament League Day 


Ephesians 6:12-17 


By Mrs, Ged Ey 


© Suggestions for Leader 


Aim: To help young people see the great need 
and value of regular Bible reading and study 
for individuals and groups and to create 
interest in the PT League as a tool for 
greater emphasis on Bible study. 

Things To Do: 1. Form a worship center 

upon which the group may focus their 
attention. 


Suggestion—Place on a table an open 
Bible with lighted candles on either 
side. 

2. Secure from The Luther League of 


America Headquarters cards of appli- 
cation for PTL membership and any 
other available materials of the Pocket 
Testament Movement. 

3. Study your material well 
mind your aim. 

4. Gather a number of devotional booklets 
and have on exhibit for suggestions 
to the members. 


and keep in 


® Program 

QO on the PTL—Luther League Review for 
OWay, 1945 (Page 12) April Weekly Bible 
Thoughts—in all Luther League Reviews 
since 1945 ‘The Bible and America’”— 
Luther League Review for July-August, 


1945 (Page 5) 


Call to Worship—‘‘Search 
tures” : 
Search through the Scriptures! 
Its message each day 
Will help in your efforts 
To Walk God’s way. 


Through the Scrip- 


Search through the Scriptures, 
For truth that it holds, — 

More precious to mankind 
Than silver and gold. 


Search through the Scriptures, 
For the love that’s divine; 
For God’s holy message, 
For beauty sublime. 
Search through the Scriptures! 
Each line is a gem 
That tells of the blessing 
That’s given to men. 
—Mrs. Esther Werner, written es- 
pecially for the “PTM Evangel 
Worship Introduction: (Leader) 


Protestantism was born when Luther on 
October 31, 1517, nailed his famous theses on 
the Castle Church in Wittenberg. America’s 
Liberty Bell, July 4, 1776, echoed in the 
civic sphere the sixteenth century blows 
which broke the shackles of religious bond- 
age which had held men’s minds and souls. 


Luther discovered a chained Bible. He 
opened the Book and the “Seed of the Ref- 
ormation” found lodging in his heart. From 
that fertile soil and fruitful seed sprang a 
library of evangelical truth. The chains were 
broken and the ‘‘Fettered Word” became the 
“Sword of the Spirit” to win Protestantism’s 
victories. Luther, the central figure of the 
monument at Worms, holds in his hand an 
“open Bible.” 

This book should remain an “open Bible’’, 
—a book that is read and studied by indi- 
viduals and groups. It is through its mes- 
sage that we may become ‘‘Armed for Vic- 
tory’. As we develop the theme, ‘Armed 
for Victory,” let us sing the hymn, ‘Thy 
Word is Like a Garden, Lord” (123 PSH). 

Development of Topic: ‘Armed for Victory” 


The Offering 


Hymn: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy 

Word” (Sing softly as a prayer) (121 PSH) 
Benediction: (Last verse of Psalm 19—in 
unison) 
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Clark, 


Roanoke, Virginia 


® The Topic 
Leader’s Introduction 


In the early days of World War IT 
the allies were utterly unprepared for 
war. Men and women in these coun- 
tries had somehow failed to understand 
what was happening in Germany and 
Japan. They did not wish to be dis- 
turbed, they were too busy accumu- 
lating material possessions and seek- 
ing a good time. Because of our blind- 
ness and indifference we came close to 
being overpowered in those early days 
of the conflict. Looking backward, we 
wonder how we could have been so 
stupid. 

But dare we criticise too severely? 
Is not the same thing happening in 
many realms about us today? We are 
so profoundly entangled in the whirl- 
pool of life about us, we feel almost 
strangled by the surging tides. We find 
indifference toward the acute ‘distress 
in many sections of today’s world. 
Groups are intensely interested in de- 
veloping even greater hatreds of other 
races and nationalities. Labor and man- 
agement are at one another’s throats. 
‘Money and material gain is our object, 
and all too often with no thought of 
the effect on the other fellow. Disin- 
terest on the part of the majority to- 
ward the perplexing problems in our 
own land, as well as those of the world, 
is evident. Millions worship the goddess 
of pleasure, unwilling to give of them- 
selves to contribute toward man’s bet- 
terment or even their own. Forty to 
fifty per cent of those whose names 
appear on church rolls do not care 
enough to spend even one hour a week 
in praise and adoration of their Hea- 
venly Father in whom they have pro- 
fessed to believe. 


Yes, the picture is a dark one; but 
the case is not hopeless. Today, as 
ever down through the ages, Christ is 
beckoning to man to become “Armed 
for Victory” for today and the future. 
In Ephesians 6:12-17, Paul gives us 
the armor needed for preparedness. 
(Read Ephesians 6:12-17) 

God, irom the very beginning, has 
tried to tell His people that the way to 
be “Armed for Victory” is to keep 
close to Him by regularly reading and 
studying the Scriptures. 

Let us see what the Bible has to offer 
by way of such instruction. 


Scripture Readings Instructing Man 
To Study The Word 
version for reading scripture 
references) 

.n Deuteronomy 11:18, 19 we find . 
God thusly instructing His people. 
(Read Deuteronomy 11:18, 19) 

In Isaiah 55:10-12, we read that 
God’s word is an essential “must” in 


our lives; that is, if we seek that which 


(Use modern 


brings real happiness to us. (Read 
Isaiah 55:10-12) 
In Nehemiah we find how his read- 


ing the Word to the people helped to 
open their eyes to their sin and neglect. 
(Read Nehemiah 8:18) 


John records the words of Jesus as 
he spoke to the Jews after His healing 
of the man on the sabbath day. (Read 


John 5:39) 


Paul, in II Timothy, urges Timothy 
to continue studying the Bible he had 
learned as a child. (Read II Timothy 
3:14-17) 

In Acts 17 we read that faith comes 
by the use of the word and unbelief 
from neglecting it. (Read Acts 17:11) 


We read in John 8 that we, as true 
disciples, are to continue in His Word. 
(Read John 8:31-32) 


II Timothy 2:15 is the verse that is 
used as a slogan by members of the 
Pocket Testament League. A young 
student at Ohio State University was 
led to Christ and later became a min- 
ister by the appeal of this verse. (Read 
Pi Bimothy, 215) 


Leader: On and on we could go with 
scripture reference after scripture ref- 
erence telling us how essential it is for 
a Christian to read and study his Bible, 
to have its teachings in his heart, and 
to let its teachings serve as a guide 
in his relations with others in daily 
living. 

Outstanding personalities of all ages 
have heeded this instruction and have 
been able to contribute toward ithe bet- 
terment of mankind. Let us hear what 
some of these individuals have to say 

about God’s Word. 


(Note: This section may be given to 
one individual or distributed to as 
many persons as there are quotations.) 


What the Bible Has Meant to Great 
Men of All Ages 


“The longer you read the Bible the 
more you like it; it will grow sweeter 
and sweeter; the more you get into 
the spirit of it, the more you will get 
into the spirit of Christ.” 


—Romaine 


“The first and almost the only book 
deserving of universal attention is the 
Bible. I speak as a man of the world 

ke and I say to you, “Search the 
Scriptures”. —Andrew Jackson 


(Contirued on Page 26) 
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TOPIC STUDY FOR DECEMBER 15 » » 


III Sunday in Advent 


THE MIRACLE METHOD IN MISSIONS 
Il Timothy 3:14-17 


By Mrs. Vergil B. Sease, Wilmington, Delaware 


@ Suggestions to the Leader 


_ The topic is arranged for a radio broadcast. 
Speakers broadcast from an adjoining room, 
or from behind a screen. Five persons needed 
for broadcast: one as Announcer, one man 
may represent Dr. Chiang and Rev. Mr. 
Sadler; one man may speak for Dr. Laubach 
and Rev. Mr. Fricke. One woman may repre- 
sent Miss Ure and Miss Padwick; a second 
may speak Miss Johnson’s part. All persons 
in broadcast are actively engaged in literacy 
work today. Those impersonating these well- 
known Christian workers may become inter- 
ested in learning more about the persons whom 
they represent. Some of the script is quoted 
directly. 
If group does not enjoy broadcasts, have 6 
persons bring reports adapted from topic ma- 
terial. Reports should be brought from China, 
the Philippines, India, the Near East, Africa 
and Latin America. Leader may summarize. 


@ Program 
Hymn: “O 
169 CSB) 


Lesson from the Scripture: .evelation 5:15. 
“And I wept much because no man was 
found worthy to open and read the book.” 
The closed book may be taken as a symbol 
of illiteracy throughout our world. To the 
billion illiterates, God’s Word is a closed 
book, Who is worthy to open the closed Book 
to these peoples whose spirits need the Living 
Word? 
Only Christ is worthy to open the Book 
to those who hunger and thirst for the Liv- 
ing Word. unly He can speak through the 
Word. He alone can break the seals that close 
the Book of Life (J. Christy Wilson) 
Prayer: A. Thanksgiving for Jesus, who has 
opened for us the Book of Life. 
B. Thanksgiving for Christian teach- 
ers who throughout the ages have 
followed the example of Jesus the 
Great Teacher. 
C. Petition that we today may have 
a vision of our opportunities as 
followers of the Great Teacher. 
iFymnce hve VWiord. Or Word’ 116" PSH; 
171 CSB) 


Radio Broadcast: The Miracle Method in Mis- 
sions. 


Word ore God? sGi7” PSE; 


Discussion: (Questions inserted after topic ma- 
terial) 


Prayer Period: (Petitions suggested after topic 
material) 

Hymn: “Lord, Speak to Me” (279 PSH; 212 
CSB) Stanzas 1-and 4. 

The Offering 

Hymn: “Christ for 
218 CSB) 


@ Visual Aids 

A Literacy Chart will create interest. See 
World Literacy Chart. Pictures of Dr. Lau- 
bach and Dr. Fricke may be found in The 
Lutheran, May 10, 1944. A picture of a Liter- 
acy chart used in our Lutheran mission in In- 
dia was published in The Luther League Re- 
view, April, 1945. 


WORLD LITERACY CHART 
Out of each 100 in— 


the World” (164 PSH; 


5 are literate 
10 are literate 


Near East, North Africa, : 
Moslem indian cvae+.--.. 10 are literate 


Aradian . We eat Ae eae yas wctele 12 are literate 
B Olivas Berta ciasudeat Guetta eels» 20 are literate 
Paraguay, Venezuela— f 
feo INO sean ce do coUmou 25 are literate 
Brazil crete lee eb veneregmet te 30 are literate 
(tie Aone Giacwos 0d Ob ot Oo 40 are literate 
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Puerto RIGON sete teria ce sere 68 are literate 


(Cini ce.copobeaoo onc Sowa roe 76 are literate 
BUTS) iors abate hos 06 88 are literate 
RAISSIet Waren cs ha cceeene come 90 are literate 


(United Statestnremr errs oer 97 are literate 
Germany, Norway, Sweden, 

Holland, Switzerland, Japan 99 are literate 
Finland, Denmark-........). 100 are literate 


® Additional Material 


The Silent Billion (Laubach) Friendship Press, 
156 Fifth Ave., N. Y.—Price $1.00. 


Miracle Man of the Moros (story of Laubach) 
Student Volunteer Movement, 156 Fifth Ave., 
New York 10.—Price, 15 cents. 


The Reader’s Digest: Sept. 1944—‘“‘Each One— 
Teach One’’. 


The Lutheran: May 10, 1944. 
The Luther League Review: April, 1945. 
The Parish School: Sept., Oct., Nov., 1944. 


The Missionary (Norwegian Lutheran Church) 
Feb., 1944. 


The Foreign Missionary. 

@® The Topic 

Radio Broadcast: U. L. C. A. Network, 
Station L. L. 


Announcer: Ladies and gentlemen! 
We're happy to bring to you tonight 
a world roundup of experts on one of 
the most popular subjects of our day 
and generation. Everybody is talking 
about World Literacy. Everybody is 
reading about it—that is the folks who 
reads lhe utheran? or Wwvutheran 
Woman's Work” or “The Foreign Mis- 
sionary” or “The Luther League Re- 
view” or “The Reader’s Digest” or 
“Times” or “Life” or “Business Week” 
—or any number of up-to-date maga- 
zines!—But we have guests from all 
parts of the world who will give us 
some first hand information. 


First, let me introduce Dr. Newton 
Chiang, professor in Nanking Theo- 
logical Seminary, Nanking, China. Dr. 
Chiang. 

Dr. Newton Chiang: When Dr. 
James Yen was Y. M. C. A. secretary 
among the Chinese laborers building 
trenches in France during the first 
World War, he found the men very 
homesick so he decided to get out a 
paper which would give then news 
from home. But the coolies couldn't 
read. So Dr. Yen began to teach them. 
His first superhuman task was to select 
1,000 Chinese characters (from the 
30,000 or more) which represented 
characters most commonly known. By 
learning 10 characters a day, the men 
could master 1,000 in four months. 
When the war was over, all China was 
eager to learn the 1,000 character sim- 
plifed alphabet. So, Dr. Yen began a 
popular education campaign which has 


continued with zest and zeal! Govern- 
ment officials, teachers, shop-keepers, 
peasants—all classes became interested. 
Laws were passed in some provinces 
providing for the taxation of every il- 
literate until he should learn the 1,000 
characters. Teams from mission schools 
went about teaching masses to read. 


The war with Japan did not stop this 
great Literacy Mass Movement. While 
enemy planes flew overhead, groups of 
Chinese crowded into caves continued 
to learn. At least 5,000,000 former sol- 
diers have had their lessons in mass 
education. At the rear, more than 
10,000,000 reserves are learning to read. 
Up to 1940, we know that 45,000,000 
Chinese have been taught to read and 
write since the Literacy Mass Move- 
ment began. 


I have not time to tell you about 
the university students who walked 
hundreds of miles with me to serve 
tribes in rural areas as mass education 
teachers, nor to tell you about the 
many projects undertaken by mission- 
ary and government agencies. 


We have achieved something, but 
education for China’s millions is only 
in the beginning. 90 per cent of China’s 
people are still illiterate. With the key 
of mass education, the door of evan- 
gelism in China is wide open—The last 
hundred years your missionaries and 
Chinese workers have done great won- 
ders. But still greater things will hap- 
pen in the next hundred years. Do we 
dare to pray for the next hundred 
years’ Christian adventure in China?’ 


Announcer: Thank you, Dr. Chiang, 
for telling us about Dr. Jimmie Yen’s 
work and China’s hopes for the future. 


By the way, when Dr. Yen was in 
the U. S. in 1943, he was given a cita- 
tion by a scientific society as a “modern 
pioneer, who invented a simple, easily 
mastered system of writing Chinese 
whereby the book of knowledge has 
been opened to millions of previously 
illiterate.” 

It is an unusual privilege to have 
with us Dr. Frank C. Laubach, who 
more than any other one person in the 
world is responsible for rising interest 
in literacy in the Philippines, Malaya, 
India, Egypt, Palestine, Turkey, Africa, 
Central and South America. 


Dr. Laubach, please tell us something 
about your EACH ONE—TEACH 
ONE method for teaching illiterates, 
which has been so successful all around 
the world. 

Dr. Frank C. Laubach: When Mrs. 
Laubach and I went to the Philippines 
as young missionaries to work among 
the Moros, a wild head-hunting tribe, 
we found them bitterly hostile. As a 
friendly gesture, I learned their lan- 
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TOPIC STUDY FOR DECEMBER 22 » » 


IV Sunday in Advent 
GOD’S GREAT GIFT 
(A Christmas Program) 


John 


By Rev. Chester S. Simonton, D. D., 


® Suggestions to the Program Planners 


This is designed to be your League’s Christ- 
mas service. You may make it as simple or as 
elaborate as you wish, depending upon what 
other plans for the Christmas Festival are be- 
ing made in your congregation. 


It may be desired to make it a dramatic 
presentation. In that case, several tableaux de- 
picting the events of the Christmas story may 
be arranged, using the members of your group, 
or of a younger group, as the persons to por- 
tray the biblical characters. Such a series of 
scenes might appropriately come as a way by 
which to present the Scripture lesson for the 
evening, or it might come toward the close 
of the program as an impressive climax of 
the celebration. 

If a Christmas tree is a part of this service, 
as it well might be, a bringing of gifts in the 
spirit of the season may also be enjoyed. It 
will doubtless be too late to bring gifts for 
those in our orphan homes or in the Church’s 
homes for the aged, but it may still be possible, 
if desired, to arrange some Christmas charities 
for those who make their homes in institutions 
in your community. If such a thing is planned, 
make arrangements with the proper authorities 
so that they will know that they can count 
on you to do certain things or provide certain 
gifts. 

Even the exchanging of gifts among members 
is something well within the spirit of the 
occasion. It is often chiefly at Christmas time 
that people are a bit more thoughtful of each 
other and strive to add to each other’s happi- 
ness by presenting gifts. 


Then, too, remembering the appalling need 
of the youth of Europe, you may wish to ask 
for a very generous offering which can be con- 
verted after Christmas into the basic neces- 
sities of living for those over there who have 
such great need. This money should be sent 
immediately through the usual channels for 
the current missionary project of The Luther 
League of America—Youth Work in Hungary. 
The gathering of funds by The Luther League 
of America for this project will be terminated 
at the end of the calendar year in order to 
undertake a project in Asia—Youth Helpers 
for China. 


® Program 

Prelude (Medley of Christmas Hymns) 

Hymn: “While Shepherds Watched” (24 P SEB) 

Call to Worship: O come let us worship Him 
Who came as a tiny Babe at the first Christ- 


mas; for He is the king of angels, our Lord 
and our King, to Whom we owe all. 


Prayer: O God, Who didst so love us and all 
men, that Thou didst give Thy only-begotten 
Son to be our Redeemer, by making Him 
man for our sakes: We thank Thee for this 
inestimable Gift We know not how to thank 
Thee as we ought, but we pray Thee to 
deepen our gratitude through the years that 
we may have a growing sense of Thy great 
goodness to us; that we may learn to know 
Jesus as our Lord, to love Him with all our 
hearts, and to serve Him with the fullness 
of our lives. Make us unselfish as we cherish 
this Priceless Gift and ready to share Him 
with any and all, near and far. Amen. 


The Scripture: John 3:16 (Recited in unison.) 
Or, if tableaux are planned: Luke 2:1-18 

Hymn: “Come! Ye Lofty, Come! Ye Lowly” 
(22 PSH) or “Good News from Heaven the 
Angels Bring’ (14 PSH) 

Presentation of the Topic 

If Every Day Were Christmas: What Then? 
(Discussion) 

Lighting the Christmas Tree: Darken the room, 


then turn on the tree lights, or light candles 
about the room. 
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3:16 
Yiorks Rar 


Hymn: “Silent Night! Holy Night!’ (20 PSH) 

Presentation of Gifts: Put gifts as planned for 
beneath the tree during the singing. (Any 
exchange of gifts among the members should 
be arratiged for immediately following the 
program.) 


The Offering: For Youth Work in Hungary 
(Send the offering very promptly through 
the ususal channels for the current mission- 
ary project of The Luther League of Amer- 
ica. Boks on this project close December 
31, 1946. Hurry!) 


Prayer of Dedication: O Lord, we give Thee 
but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be, 
but this we give on behalf of Thy needy 
ones, remembering Thine own words, ‘‘In- 
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto Me.” Bless Thou these our gifts that 
they may in turn be a genuine blessing to 
those for whom we bring them. Amen. 


Hymn: “Joy To The World!’ (19 PSH) 


@® The Topic 
Lesson Thoughts 


On December 25th will occur an- 
other anniversary of the blessed Christ- 
mas Day. It is immaterial whether or 
not we have fixed the date with ac- 
curacy. But it matters very much if 
on that day we observe with loving 
gratitude the fact of our Saviour’s 
birth. The coming of Jesus has been 
the greatest event in the history of 
the world, and has made more differ- 
ence than all the other events which 
have happened either before or since. 
How profoundly the poet has spoken: 

“IT know not how that Bethlehem Babe 

Could in the Godhead be; 

I only know the Manger Child 

Has brought God’s life to me.” 

In thinking this year of the coming 
of Jesus Christ, let us be mindful of 
some of the precious things included 
with God’s Great Gift. Paul, in his 
letter to the Romans, the eighth chap- 
ter, at the 32nd verse, sums it up thus 
“He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely give us all 
things?” What are some of the things 
which came into being with the birth- 
day of the Christ? 


Courage and Hope 


“Fear not” was the greeting of the 
angel to the trembling shepherds. “Let 
not your heart be troubled; neither let 
it be afraid”’—that was the message of 
our Lord’s life among men. And from 
that day to this wherever He has come 
the hearts of men have been trans- 
formed from cowardice and despair, 
and have been filled with confidence 
and expectancy and unwavering hero- 


ism. Christmas for us has banished 
fear and filled us with a living hope. 


Great Joy 


“Joy” was a word that was often on 
the Saviour’s lips. “That your joy 
might be full’—that was one of the 
reasons for His coming. And every 
year as we approach the day which 
commemorates His birth, we find our- 
selves living in a new world in which 
joy and laughter and merriment pre- 
dominate everywhere. Someone has 
suggested that all of us should have a 
picture taken on Christmas Day. The 
photographer would not have to say 
“Now, look pleasant, please’—for at 
Christmas the smiles creep out and 
the hardened lines grow softer and 
fade away. At Christmas time the 
crackling logs sing a merrier tune, the 
bells peal sweeter, clearer notes, and 


the candle in the window sends its 
beam deeper into the shadows and 
flickers in cheery greeting. 

Good Will 


Here is another divine ideal which 
comes into its own at Christmas time. 
Somehow, as that blessed day draws 
near, men and women whose thoughts 
have been entirely involved with self 
are moved to think of others. Some- 
how, at this glad season of the year, 
the idea that it is “blessed to give” 
finds a place in hearts not accustomed 
to such benevolent impulses. The de- 
sire to make someone happy seems to 
erip even the proud and the indiffer- 
ent. Good will pevails. The stranger 
is made to feel at home. The poor and 
needy are kindly remembered. Re- 
straints are broken down and_ stub- 
born hearts are melted to forgiveness. 
How wonderfully expressive of the 
spirit of the season are these familiar 
lines: 

“Have you any old grudge you’d like to pay? 
Or wrong laid up from a bygone day? 


Gather them all now, and throw them away 
When Christmas comes. 


Hard thoughts are heavy to carry, my friend 

And life is short from beginning to end; 

Be kind to yourself, and leave nothing to mend 
When Christmas comes.” 


Brotherhood 


Another gift which came with Christ 
was brotherhood. Men seem to feel 
more of kinship and less of differentia- 
tion as they kneel together before the 
manger cradle. In the presence of 
that lowly Babe we read not only the 
evidence of the love of God, but the 
evidence of our common lot and need. 


Brotherhood is not an ideal to be 
dreamed, it is a fact to be realized. 
And lo, at Christmas time, even amid 
the roar of cannon and the confusion 
of earthly strife, those words, “Peace 
on earth, good-will toward men,” sound 
as though they ought to work. We 


(Continued on Page 30) 
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TOPIC STUDY FOR DECEMBER 29 » » 


First Sunday After Christmas 


PROBLEMS AND PILLARS OF PEACE 
Romans 14:17-19 


By Rev. Frank H. 


@ Preparation 


_ In making preparation for the worship serv- 
ice arrange a setting which is appropriate to 
the theme. Suitable atmosphere for worship will 
do much toward its effectiveness. 


Some suggestions might be: 


(1) The familiar four pictures illustrating 
the four freedoms. 
(2) The flags of the nations of the world. 
(3) <A globe with a figure or picture of 
Christ over it. 
(4) The picture of Christ weeping over 
Jerusalem. 
Quiet and reverence are essential to real 
worship. Strive to attain these by such aids 
as lighted candles in the room, soft music be- 


fore the service, and a devotional attitude on 
the part of those who lead. 


For the topic presentation and discussion, 
the leader should read as much supplementary 
material as possible. There is a great abundance 
of it available. Try to have at the meeting 
several of the books and pamphlets dealing with 
the subject. You may find it helpful to have 
some of these for distribution to the members 
of the group for home study later. 


Encourage a free and frank discussion. Some 
person who has made a special study of this 
subject may be willing to come to the meeting 
to -assist-in the discussion. Use every possible 
means to make this a really constructive per- 
iod. The importance of the topic demands it. 


@® Program 


Prelude: ‘‘O Master, Let me walk with Thee” 
(played while the group assembles. Played 
softly as the call to worship is given.) 


Call to Worship: 


- And in despair I bowed my head; 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said, 
“For hate is strong 
And mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men.” 
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep! 
The wrong shall fail, 
The right prevail 
With peace on earth, good will to men! 

g —Longfellow 


Hymn: “O Worship the King’. (245 PSH) 
The Scripture: Romans 14:17-19. 


Leader: In future years we are to be citizens 
of the world. A group of young Christians 
considered this fact in a conference and 
wrote “A Young Christian’s Charter for 
World Order’. From the preamble to that 
Charter these words are taken— 


“The world is my home and all the peo- 
ple of the earth are my brothers. As long 
as people and society continue to destroy 
the sacredness of personality, I must work 
to create abundant life. As long as people 
suffer from discrimination, poverty, and 
tyranny I must live God’s moral laws. As 
long as there are conflicts and tension, a 
world at war, I must give all diligence to 
promoting obedience to God’s moral laws. 
In my hands are the instruments of peace 
and world order. I am a Christian.” 

Special Music or Hymn: “Rise up, O Men of 
God” (289 PSH) 
Prayer (responsively) : : 
Father in heaven, for the priceless heritage 
of those great leaders who went out to 
preach good tidings, to heal the sick, and 
to release the oppressed, 
We give thee thanks. 


For thy Son, who came that we might have 
life and have it more abundantly 

We offer our thanksgiving and gratitude in 
true humility of spirit. 

Open our eyes and our understanding that we 
may help to advance the work of the Kind- 
dom, so nobly begun and carried on by 
our forefathers, and thus share in the 
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Clutz, Zionsville, Pa. 
great task of making this world more 
Christian. 


We humbly beseech Thee, O Lord, to hear 
our prayers and answer them according to 


thy good pleasure. In Jesus’ Name, we 
pray, Amen, 


—From the International 
Religious Education,’ 
1943 


Journal of 
December, 


Presentation of the Topic 
Discussion of the Topic 


The Offering. (Quiet music during the period) 
A prayer that love 


may prevail over hatred 

and peace over warfare, followed by the 
Lord’s Prayer. : 

Hymn of Dedication: “O Master, Let Me 


Walk With Thee’. (288 PSH) 


@ The Topic 

A just and enduring peace is the 
sincere hope of great masses of peo- 
ple all over the world. What man, or 
woman, or youth really wants war? 
Is there a sober-thinking person any- 
where on the face of the globe who 
honestly craves war with its increas- 
ing devastations? The vast majority 
of the citizens in each of the some 
eighty nations of the world desire to 
have peace, and the blessings a good 
peace brings. 

Why, then, does peace seem so dif- 
ficult of achievement? What are the 
problems which stand so stolidly in 
the way of its realization? Are the 
solutions proposed for these problems 
attractive and feasible? Will the nations 
be willing to take the necessary steps 
for the building of a peace on the pil- 
lars proposed? 


The Time Is Short 


Questions of this kind must be 
frankly faced and freely discussed now 
by earnest people, particularly Chris- 
tians. The time is short for the reali- 
zation of true peace. The choice be- 
tween scourging, suicidal atomic war 
and a developing peaceful world must 
be made before it is too late. The urg- 
ency of the situation seems vaguely 
grasped by most people. 


We need to consider carefully the 
following words of the Message of 
the World Council of Churches meet- 
ing in March, 1946, in Geneva: 

“The world stands today between 
life and death. Man’s hopes for a bet- 
ter world have not yet been fulfilled. 
Millions are enduring intolerable suf- 
fering. The nations seem impotent to 
deal with the problems of international 
order. A heavy burden rests on man- 
kind. . God is calling us to a su- 
preme decision: ‘I have set before you 


life and death. Therefore choose life.’ 
War is the result of human self-will 
and of men’s tragic inability to find a 
true solution oftheir conflicts. ... A 
special duty is laid upon the churches 
to help nations to choose the way of 
life. Christians are called upon to be 
the salt of the earth and the light of 
the world.” 


Facing the Problems 


In order to make the problems in- 
volved in the peace more realistic, let 
us suppose that we assembled here are 
the peace council. Our responsibility 
is to draw up the terms of the peace. 
How shall we deal with the problems? 
What provision shall we make for the 
future prosperity of France? What ar- 
rangements shall we outline for eighty 
millions in Germany so they will be 
a positive factor in world peace rather 
than in world war? How shall we take 
care of the Balkan situation where so 
much unrest has prevailed for so long? 
What about Palestine and the Near 
East? In the interest of lasting peace 
how shall we deal with Japan so she 
will forsake future imperialistic poli- 
cies and cooperate in the world family? 
What are we to do about the Russian 
situation so as to build a harmonious 
and trusting relationship between her 
and the other nations? 


These are only a slight suggestion 
of the issues that arise in connection 
with the peace. There are scores of 
other problems that are equally serious 
and puzzling. There are those having 
to do with the welfare of colonial peo- 
ples, the economic well-being of the 
under-privileged masses, the relations 
of races with each other, the freedom 
or restriction of world trade, and the 
question of armaments. Each of these 
is important and deserves studied con- 
sideration. 


Secretary Byrnes had good reason 
on leaving for the second meeting of 
Foreign Ministers in Paris to ask for 
prayers on his behalf. “Standin’ in the 
need of prayer” is the attitude these 
problems ought to arouse in each one 
of us. 


One Fundamental Problem 


It is impossible in the limits of one 
discussion period to deal specifically 
with each of the problems related to 
the making of peace. Details are con- 
stantly changing and must be con- 
sidered in connection with the prob- 
lems. The basic principles, however, 
remain the same. These we should 
bear in mind and use as standards for 
evaluating the decisions reached. Chris- 
tians will strive to interpret the trend 
of events in the light of Christian prin- 
ciples. 


(Continued on Page 30) 
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For DECEMBER 1 


(Continued from Page 21) 


“Love thinketh no evil.” The way to 
think no evil is to fill the mind with 
that which is good, and that is what 
St. Paul means to point out, for he 
goes on to say, “Love rejoiceth not 
in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth.” 


The analysis of love’s characteristics 
is concluded with the words: “Beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things.” Such 
is the description which Paul gives of 
the characteristics of love. 


Love’s Enduring Nature 


The closing section of the chapter, 
verses 8-13, portrays the enduring na- 
ture of love. Here we are reminded that 
the gift or tongues, the gift of proph- 
ecy, and the gift of knowledge are 
temporary. The ability we may now 
have to sway others by speech, how- 
ever great our skill and power, will 
soon cease. Some day all prophecy will 
be fulfilled, and that gift will not be 
needed. Some day our knowledge will 
be complete, and we shall then look 
upon our present knowledge as we now 
regard the childish knowledge which 
we discarded when we became adults. 
These gifts will pass away, but love 
never fails. 

“And now abideth faith, hope, love, 
these three; but the greatest of these 
is love.” Why is love the supreme gilt? 
It is the only thing big enough to de- 
fine God: “God is love.” It is the only 
quality that explains redemption: “God 
so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” It is the only 
attitude for us to hold towards others: 
“Love one another.” It is the power 
that binds us to God: nothing “shall 
be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” Some day, in heaven above, 
faith shall become sight, and hope 
shall become realization, and then per- 
fect love shall reign for ever and ever. 


Why is this chapter in the Bible? 
Its purpose is to encourage us to open 
our hearts to Christ, that He may 
dwell within us, and cause our hearts 
to beat in tune with the heart of God, 
that we may live in peace with our 
fellow-men. It is not enough to ex- 
haust our vocabulary praising the vir- 
tues of love. Love must fill our hearts 
and be translated into practice if it 
is to be effective in the lives of men. 


® Bible Readings 


John 3:16. 


This matchless verse of Scripture 
portrays the 


extent, content, and intent of 
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God’s love. If we would be partakers of God’s 
love, our love must embrace all mankind. 

Matthew 5:43-48. Here again we see the 
impartiality of God’s love. Our love is to in- 
clude even our enemies. 

Matthew 22:34-40. We must love without 
any reservations. The life of love requires the 
whole being of the one who loves. Love must 
be synonymous with life. 

John 15:7-13. Constancy is one of the chief 
characteristics of love. Jesus makes it clear 
that we are to “abide” in love. If-we have 
an abiding love, we cannot be spasmodic in our 
love for others. 

I John 4:7-8. Love for man and love for 
God are inextricably woven together. Where 
there is no love for God, there can be no love 
for man. 

Romans 13:8-10. We are under a divine 
obligation to love one another. “‘Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor” is a clear and definite com- 


mand, and is not to be regarded as merely 
good advice. 
Matthew 10: 39-42. The life of love will 


receive its rewards both in this life and in the 
world to come. 


® Questions for Discussion 


Would more love help to solve our individual 
problems? Give examples. 


What would more love do for group relation- 
ships, as in the church, industry, and inter- 
national affairs? 

How far has the world journeyed on the road 
toward love since Paul penned the thirteenth 
chapter of I Corinthians? 


Have we made any progress in this direction? 


What significance is there in the fact that 
St. Paul wrote these words to the members 
of a Christian congregation? 


ls it possible to love those we do not like? 


To what Sunday of the church year is this 
chapter assigned? 


® Additional Program Material 


Henry Drummond, ‘“‘The Greatest Thing in the 
World” 


Leigh Hunt, “Abou Ben Adhem’’ 


For DECEMBER 8 
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“It is impossible to enslave, mentally 
or socially, a Bible-reading people. The 
principles of the Bible are the ground- 
work of human freedom.” 

—RHorace Greely 

“All I know of good, truth, honesty, 
and idealism, I have learned from the 
Bible ... I feel at home in the pages of 
the Bible, for that Book speaks my 
language.” 

—Henry Ford 

“In all my perplexities and distresses, 
the Bible has never failed to give me 
light and strength.” 

—Robert E. Lee 


“Either this Book (The Bible) will 
keep you from sin or sin will keep you 
from this Book.” 

—J. R. Mott 

“The words that I speak unto you 
are spirit and they are life.”—Jesus 

“Young man, my advice to you is 
that you cultivate an acquaintance with, 
and a firm belief in, the Holy Scrip- 
tures. This is your certain interest.” 

--Ben Franklin 


‘tional booklets in 


“T am sorry for men who do not read 
the Bible every day. I wonder why they 
deprive themselves of the strength and 


pleasure.” 
—Woodrow Wilson 


“All the good from the Saviour of 
the world is communicated through 
this Book; but for this Book we could 
not know right from wrong. All good 
things for man are contained in it.” 

—Abe Lincoln 


“All that Iam I owe to Jesus Christ, 
revealed to me in His divine Book.’ 


—David Livingstone 


“T believe a knowledge of the Bible 
without a college course is more valu- 
able than a college course without the 


Bible.” 
—William Lyon Phelps 


“Almost every man who has by his 
life-work added to the sum of human 
achievement, of which the race is 
proud, of which our people are proud, 
almost every such man has based his 
work largely upon the teachings of the 
Bible.” 


—Theodore Roosevelt 


“Believe me, sir, never a night goes 
by, be I ever so tired, but I read the 
Word of God before I go to bed.” 

—Gen. Douglas MacArthur 


Leader: These quotations speak vol- 
umes and should help us see that our 
great need today is a true personal 
knowledge of God and His Word. This 
is our need as individuals, family units, 
communities, and nations. But we must 
begin with ourselves and then win 
Guay, dh imenvwe® fSIeGl 5 o concede esc to 
give us some ideas on Personal Medi- 
tation and study. 


Personal Meditation and Study 


Jesus, speaking to the Sadducees, 
who did not believe in the resurrection 
of the dead, said in Matthew 22nd chap- 
ter, “Ye do err, not knowing the scrip- 
tures”. Their questions betrayed their 
ignorance of the Word and the power 
of God. We, too, will err greatly in life 
if we do not read and study the Bible, 
for it is therein we find revealed the 
way of the abundant life. Satan’s fol- 
lowers have been and are busy on every 
side striving to win us over to their 
group and many have yielded. What 
about each of us? Are we reading 
God’s Word daily? Do we have our 
own personal devotions? Are we study- 
ing our Sunday School lessons? Are 
we drinking in our pastor’s sermons? 
Are we seeking opportunities of in- 
creasing our knowledge of God’s re- 
vealed Word? 


There are literally dozens of devo- 


every book store. 
Many of these are very usable for per- 
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sonal or family devotions. Books may 
be secured from the United Lutheran 
Publication House. Our pastor, youth 
advisors, and adult Sunday School 
teachers can offer suggestions. 


The time for personal meditation can 
be found. It is a poor excuse, or rather 
no excuse at all, to make the statement, 
“I don’t have time”. Such a statement 
shows weakness and lack of a desire to 
become better acquainted with our 
Heavenly Father. One cannot become 
“Armed for Victory”. in his personal 
life, if he fails to seek and heed God’s 
instruction. 


Leader: As in any other phase of 
life, here we have one thing leading 
to another. Hardly could one who is 
a daily Bible reader fail to feel his 
need to give thanks for the food that 
is placed before him. Grace before 
meals gradually becomes a “must”! As 
the individual experiences the true 
value of his personal meditation, he 
will begin to seek ways and means of 
establishing family devotions in his 
lsWoreayS)” 5 Grae eon tos cries will give us 
some guidance on this phase of devel- 
opment. 


The Family Altar 


A young man, married about three 
and one-half years, makes this confes- 
sion. “Before marriage the Bible meant 
little to me, I never read it. Giving: 
thanks before meals never dawned on 
me. I seldom went to church, and only 
prayed when in great distress. Today 
things are quite different. I married a 
Christian. Because of her influence we 
began using E. Stanley Jones’ “Abun- 
dant Living” as a basis for our family 
devotions. ] read the scripture refer- 
ences, very poorly at first, for this was 
a new world and vocabulary for me. 
She read the print. The time for this 
period was at the close of breakfast 
just before I left for my day’s work. 
I found, as time went by, that these 
meditations were of great value to me 
in facing and solving the problems of 
the day. Finally, with my wife’s en- 
couragement and God’s guidance, I saw 
the need of saying grace before meals. 
Later we began closing the day with 
a Bible reading period. When I am out 
of town we both close the day with 
private Bible reading. Because of these 
things, today sermons mean so much 
more to me, for now I have become 
more familiar with the Scriptures. I 
can find books in the Bible without 
too much trouble. God has become my 
personal Friend and Helper. These ex- 
periences have played a great part in 
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drawing my wife and myself into a 
deeper and more enduring love for 
each other.” This story is only one 
example of what the family altar can 
do for any individual or family group 
that takes the matter seriously. No 
family unit has a very good oppor- 
tunity of developing a real closeness 
to God and to one another without the 
influence of family devotions. The influ- 
ence begins with the individual, spreads 
to other members of the family, into 
the church, and finally on out into the 
community and world. Truly the estab- 
lishment of the family altar in the home 
is a great aid in helping us to become 
“Armed for Victory”. 


Leader: We need not tell you that 
today is “Universal Bible Sunday”. It 
is a day set aside for special emphasis 
on daily Bible reading. As Luther 
Leaguers we take this opportunity to 
stress the Pocket Testament League 
Movement, for we feel this great move- 
ment is one means of promoting in- 
creased Bible reading and study. I have 
asked (our PTL 
chairman) to explain to us the PTL 
movement and to accept new members 
who will sign the pledge. 


Highlights of the PTL Movement 

A schoolgirl in Birmingham, Eng- 
land, founded the Pocket Testament 
League as means of winning her 
friends to Christ. The PT League is 
a world wide “Read and Carry your 
Bible” movement, composed of millions 
of people who have agreed to the 
simple conditions of membership as set 
forth in the League pledge. The pledge 
reads thusly: 

“T hereby accept membership in 
the Pocket Testament League by 
making it the habit of my life to 
read a portion of the Bible each day 
(at least a chapter, if possible) and 
to carry a Bible or New testament 
with me.” 

The Luther League of America 
sponsors this movement, along with 
many other youth groups, because it 
feels that the cause of Christ may be 
strengthened as more young people 
become daily Bible readers. Already 
over 12,000 Luther Leaguers are mem- 
bers of this movement. 

(Note: The May, 1945, issue of The Luther 
League Review has a Quiz on PTL on page 
12. Pamphlets on this subject may be secured 
from the Luther League of America. Don’t 
forget to have membership cards available. 
Send the filled-in cards to the Luther League 
of America) 

Leader: (This is a good place to 
throw the meeting open for any ques- 
tions and helps the members of the 
group may have.) 

Prayer Period: (The prayer may be 
directed by the leaguer who offers 


statements for which the group prays 

silently. Suggested statements follow.) 
Let us pray that we may have the 

will to read and study the Bible; 
Let us pray that our faith may be 


strengthened and that God may be 
truly revealed to us; 
Let us pray that we may not be 


ashamed of the gospel of Christ; 


Let us pray that we may become 
true soldiers of Christ and be able to 
use His Word as a sword against 
temptation; 


Let us pray that as we read God’s 
Word from day to day Christ may be 
come a part of us and that we may be 
able to share Him and His Word with 
others. 
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guage, and after much hard work made 
an alphabet for the Maranaw language. 
Not one person in the tribe could read. 
So I made simple lesson charts and as 
we became friends taught them t9 read. 
Hostility changed to trust and affec- 
tion. School book learning took the 
place of head-hunting. 


From the hills, the tribesmen poured 
in to the mission to learn book. It was 
like a miracle for a man who never 
knew a letter to walk out of our school 
in an hour able to read... .- We saw 
that happen over and over, every day 
_.. Nine tenths of our job was sitting 
close beside the people who flocked to 
us and rejoicing with them as they 
emerged from ignorance... . 

One of the outlaws came at 5 P. M. 
and I taught him to read. He was very 
bright and much pleased with himself. 
As he was leaving, he said: “You 
taught me to read, and you are the best 
friend I have in the world. I want to 
do something for you. Is there anybody 
in Lanao you want me to put out of 
the way?” I said, “No thank you! Just 
go home and teach others and that will 
make me happy.” On market day, twice 
a week, I stood from 7 to 12 before a 
chart while people crowded around try- 
ing to get near enough to learn to 
read. Groups jammed into our little 
house, sometimes coming late at night 
from long distances, sometimes before 
breakfast at six o'clock, all begging to 
be taught. 

Many literacy teachers were em- 
ployed, but a sufficient number could 
not be found. All over the Philippines 
I went making language charts, teach- 
ing teachers how to teach adult illiter- 
ates, and enlisting workers. The train- 
ing of teachers involyed much more 
than teaching them the new vocabu- 
lary. The teacher must be very sym- 
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pathetic with the learner, must pray 
for him and rejoice in the learner’s 
progress—in other words, a Christ-like 
atmosphere must be present. 

The literacy campaigns will not 
flourish unless Christ’s love is the mo- 
tive prompting them. The pre/erred 
method is to teach one at a time, the 
teacher sitting beside the pupil to make 
him feel at ease. No frowns or rebukes 
or loud tones of voice can be used. No 
gesture of impatience, but words of 
encouragement and great patience are 
necessary in order to give confidence to 
the learner. 

Once when funds failed to come 
from America and a chieftain was told 
that there was no money to pay teach- 
ers, the chief said: “This work shall 
not stop for lack of money. It is our 
only hope—if it stops, we are lost. Ev- 
erybody who learns has got to teach: 
hi Iie loesiavte, GL Teubl Inwonarll “Sve, Gane 
“Each One, Veach One” method, 
which is now in common use, was be- 
gun. It is proving to be a good method. 
The new learner has the lesson well 
fixed in his mind after he has taught it 
to someone else. Then the teacher re- 
turns to be taught his second lesson— 
so the learning-teaching process pro- 
ceeds by geometric progression. 


Much more than reading and writing 
is actually conveyed as a new literate 
teaches a friend or a relative. Each 
new teacher-learner reaches a new sta- 
tus in society. His face beams, and he 
throws back his shoulders, for he has 
new self-respect. He has become a per- 
son with a mission. Life has a new 
meaning for him. He feels that some- 
one cares for him. His heart and mind 
is open to the Gospel. 

I have seen these miracles take place 
all over the world. 

Announcer: Dr. Laubach's success in 
the Philippines soon became known 
and ever since he has been flooded 
with urgent invitations from all the 
non-Christian lands. “Do come and 
help us. Show us how to teach illiter- 
ates” is the plea. He has begun the 
work in many parts of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America, having made charts in 
83 languages. No wonder he is affec- 
tionately known as the ‘Modern 
Apostle to the Illiterates.” 


And now, we will hear from Miss 
Ruth Ure, missionary specialist in Li- 
teracy and Christian Literature with 
the National Christian Council in India. 
While on furlough, Miss Ure is secre- 
tary for Literacy and Christian Litera- 
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ture for the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
A., in all its world mission fields. 


Miss Ruth Ure: Dr. Laubach is right 
when he speaks of miracles. I’ve seen 
great changes come to those who learn 
to read and write. A new joy, a new 
world! Most miraculous of all is the 
eagerness to teach others what one has 
learned. Let me introduce a few whom 
I met just before leaving India. 

“Here is a Christian college boy just 
out of jail for his share in civil dis- 
obedience. He sends word that he must 
see me for he needs advice about the 
adult village schools where he and his 
fellow students plan to teach. Next we 
meet a Hindu factory manager who 
wants help in his attempt to make his 


employees literate. A school inspector 


comes to invite me to speak to 1000 
bearded villagers at a literacy mass 
meeting. A government official comes 
to show the new charts he is making 
in the marathi language. A wealthy 
veiled Moslem woman tells with pleas- 
ure how she is teaching her servants to 
read. Yes, the literacy movement is on 
in India. 

Rulers and government officials have 
joined the missionaries in teaching all 
classes, from high caste to outcaste. 
One meets literacy processions with 
huge banners begging people to learn 
to read. Mud huts are decorated with 
stars to show that all inmates can read. 
But there are so many to be taught! 
Only twelve of each hundred of India’s 
millions are literate. Only 2 of the 
women in each hundred can read. 


As Lutherans, you should be proud 
of the Literacy work being carried on 
in your Andhra Lutheran Church in 
South India. But here is Miss Emma 
Johnson, one of your Lutheran mis- 
sionaries from India, Miss Johnson. 


Miss Emma Johnson: One of our 
Christian young men in Rentichitila, 
India, with a book in his hand, paid 
me a surprise visit one evening. He 
bowed, saluted me with a “Salaam” 
and informed me that he had come to 
request me to teach him how to read 
so that he could read the Bible and 
conduct family prayers in his little 
home. He got his first lesson imme- 
diately. “Each One Teach One” is a 
motto of our church in India and this 
opportunity to teach was welcomed. 


What moved this young man to come 
so earnestly and unexpectedly? His 
story is of interest to those of us who 
are realizing that an illiterate church is 
a weak church and are endeavoring to 
teach our Christians to read so that 
they may read the Bible for themselves. 
It is not a difficult task to teach adults 


how to read but it is our aim to create 
in them a desire to read God's word, 
as the story of John illustrates. 


John was one of the pugnacious and 
troublesome young men of the congre- 
gation. The pastor said that he would 
fight at the least provocation. One day 
he was stricken with a terrible eye dis- 
ease which was very painful. In agony 
and desperation, almost blind, he sent 
for the pastor requesting him to pray 
for his recovery. The pastor came, 
prayed and went away. The prayer was 
answered and John began to recover. 
With his recovery came a realization of 
why God had given him his eyes and 
great desire to learn to read the Word 
of God. So one night he came with a 
book in his hand, a changed John, 
mild and gentle, prayerfully and ear- 


nestly seeking to behold wondrous 
things out of God’s law. 
The Andhra Evangelical Lutheran 


Church in India has realized the im- 
portance of each member reading the 
Word of God for himself. However, 
after one hundred years the task is a 
colossal one. Statistics tell us India’s 
Christian community of six million, out 
of three hundred and fifty-three mil- 
lion, has a much higher percentage of 
literacy than any other community ex- 
cept the Parsees and Jews, both very 
small groups. The literacy percentage 
for our own church membership in 1938 
was 21.8 per cent, in 1939 24.6 per cent 
and in 1940, 28.2 per cent. This increase 
is a cause of rejoicing. We now have 
one literacy expert working in each of 
the five synods. 


Announcer: Thank you, Miss Ure 
and Miss Johnson. We Lutherans know 
little about missions in the Near East 
since we have no work there. So we 
are happy to hear from Miss Constance 
Padwick, who speaks from Jerusalem, 
where she is secretary for the. Central 
Literature Committee for Moslems. 


Miss Padwick: Perhaps Moslems 
are more difficult to reach with a liter- 
acy program than others for their re- 
ligion has preferred to keep the masses 
ignorant. Just one incident. When Dr. 
Laubach was in Syria, where 90 per 
cent are illiterate, the women eagerly 
asked, “When will the children be 
taught?” They couldn’t believe that 
adults, especially women, could learn. 
Had they not existed all their lives 
without reading and writing? What dif- 
ference did it make anyway? Even 
Shiek Ali shook his head, “No. Some 
are born to be educated, like the Shieks. 
Others must work and till the soil. 
What respect would workers have for 
rulers if, they too, could read?”..... 
It took much gentle persuading before 
Ali decided that his entire village was 
ready to learn. 
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Today, however, the Syrian govern- 
ment shows interest in literacy and 
Turkey is placing emphasis on literacy 
campaigns. The idea is spreading in 
Tran, where 200 new schools with night 
classes for adults, were begun in 1942. 


The greatest obstacle to Christianity 
in all Moslem lands has been illiteracy. 
The Bible goes where the missionary 
often is not welcomed. There is a grow- 
ing eagerness to be able to read, as 
well as a more tolerant attitude toward 
Christianity. This is the day to move 
into Moslem lands with the Christian 
message, and literacy can be an im- 
portant tool. 

Announcer: Now we go to our Lu- 
theran mission in Liberia, Africa, where 
we hear our Board of Foreign Missions 
is beginning a splendid work in literacy. 
We are especially glad that we have 
on our program Missionary Wesley 
Sadler, who is especially interested in 
teaching illiterate natives to read. The 
Rev. Sadler. 


Missionary Sadler: Because African 
alphabets are simpler and more pho- 
netic than those in India and other 
lands, lesson making for illiterate 
adults is easier, but Africa presents 
many difficult problems in teaching her 
people to read and write. There are 
between eight and nine hundred known 
languages, and how many as yet undis- 
covered, no one can guess! Of these 
800 or 900, only about 300 have been 
put in writing. Nearly all the alphabets 
south of the Sahara desert, have been 
made by missionaries. (Tell this to 
those who do not fully appreciate our 
missionaries. ) 


I am now busy studying and putting 
into writing the Buzi language used by 
some of our people in the interior of 
Liberia. The Rev. Mr. Welmers, a 
recent addition to our staff, and a 
trained language expert, will give full 
time to studying the Kpelle language, 
also used by many of our Christians. 
We eagerly anticipate an earlly visit 
from Dr. Laubach. 


Certainly the time is ripe for the 
Church to help Africa become literate. 
The figures, as nearly as we can tell, 
show that 95 per cent of the continent 
is illiterate. There is an increasing de- 
sire among the natives to learn. Our 
soldiers who have come in contact with 
Americans and Europeans during the 
war are eager to learn book. Our Chris- 
tian natives want to read God’s book. 
We hear rumors that the British and 
other European governments in Africa 
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plan to set up many schools. But there 
are many areas where the Church will 
afford the only opportunity for learn- 
ing, 

Will you not pray for us? We need 
wisdom for our big job. 

Announcer: There is time for just 
one more broadcast. By all means we 
should hear from our neighbors, South 
and Central America. 


Does it seem strange that so many 
people in South and Central America 
are illiterate? The figures vary in the 
20 Republics from 88 per cent literacy 
in Argentina to 20 per cent in Bolivia 
and 18 per cent in Honduras. Great 
numbers of Indians and Negroes are 
100 per cent illiterate, having had no 
opportunity to learn. The Protestant 
Church missionaries are championing 
their rights to an education. 

We are fortunate to 
the Rey. Theodore P. 
American Lutheran 
worked with Dr. 
America. 


The Rev. Theodore P. Fricke: What 
a great privilege it was to accompany 
Dr. Laubach in 1944 on his second trip 
to Latin America. We went to Jamaica, 
Haiti, Dominican Republic, Puerto 
Rico, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Boli- 
via, Paraguay, Brazil, Trinidad and 
Mexico. In many of the countries, na- 
tional literacy campaigns have begun. 
The Protestant missionaries furnish 
some of the best leadership. Colpor- 
teurs of the American Bible Society 
have been taught the Laubach method 
and are using it in their travels. 


have with us 
Fricke of the 
Church, who 
canbachmanmse atin 


Probably the most interesting part 
of my trip was the work among the 
illiterate Indians in the Andes moun- 
tains. Much of our time was spent in 
making charts in various languages. It 
was a constant surprise to see how 
quickly these Indians learned. 

When we were in Puerto Rico, Pas- 
tor Molina, of the United Lutheran 
Mission, brought a group of illiterates 
for Dr. Laubach to teach. During the 
second lesson a little girl who was a 
member of the Pastor’s catechetical 
class suddenly began to read easily 
and correctly. How delighted the mis- 
sionaries were to see how easily the 
new Laubach method works. My prize 
pupil in Jamaica, however, was a 
woman of 65 years. 


I have just returned from a visit to 
Lutheran mission fields in the South 
Pacific. While in New Zealand we con- 
ducted Literacy Conferences for the 
missionaries and church leaders of all 
denominations. We saw the fine liter- 
acy work which Missionaries P. B. 


Stolee, of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church in America, is doing in Mada- 
gascar. When paper sheets for chart 
making give out, the missionary writes 
model lessons on sisal leaves. The stu- 
dents copy lessons in sand, or on their 
own brown skins. Where 
will, there’s always a way. 


Hine hecomeel 


[ am convinced that literacy is in- 
deed a miracle method in missions, and 
T feel it very strongly that the Luther- 
an Church, as champions of the Open 
Book, should seize the big opportun- 
ities open to her today. 


Announcer: Well, folks, I don’t 
know how you feel about what we’ve 
heard on this broadcast, I feel deeply 
moved. And [’m wondering about a 
lot of things—for instance: We talk a 
lot these days about Democracy as our 
ideal for all the world. But how can 
illiterate persons be intelligent citizens? 
(Remember that three-fifths are. still 
illiterate!) 

We hear much about churches in 
non-Christian lands becoming autono- 
mous. How can churches grow and 
propagate themselves when a large 
majority of their members are illiter- 
ate? Dr. Laubach, you seem to want 
another word. 


Dr. Laubach: Just let me say this: 
“Literacy is a MUST if we are to have 
a safe world. Literacy can be a spear- 
head for social, mental and moral up- 
lift. But most important of all is the 
Spiritual uplift needed in our world 
today. Only the Church of Christ can 
furnish this. If the Church is to have 
its chance, we must speedily help the 
Church in all lands to become literate! 


Announcer: Station byl, Us l-Cy A. 
network, signing off. 


® Questions for Discussion 


Has the World War stimulated a 
for literacy? If so, why? 

Why are 90 per cent of the world’s il- 
literate found in lands which are predom- 
inantly non-Christian? 

Why does Dr. Laubach speak of Democracy, 
Protestantism and Literacy as triplets? 

What disadvantages has a church with a 
large majority of illiterate members? 

Why is North America (U. S. and Canada) 
only 3 per cent illiterate, while Latin America 
(Central and South) is 71 per cent illiterate? 

What groups compose the 3 per cent illiter- 
ates in North America? 

Is our U. L. C. sharing in this world literacy 
movement? 


@® Note to Leader 


If question seven is asked, explain— 

A. That our missionaries in China, as well 
as in India and Africa, do literacy work 
among our church members as well as in the 
community jwhere interdenominational com- 
munity literacy campaigns are carried on. 

B. We, at the home base, participate 
through the Board of Foreign Missions and 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
U. L. C. A. Not only do we give financial 
support to Lutheran mission literacy work, 
but we participate in the world-wide. work 
through the Committee on World Literacy 
and Christian Literature of the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference of North America, 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York. On this world committee, 
are regularly appointed representatives from 
the Board of Foreign Missions and the W. 
M. S. Both our Boards make annual finan- 
cial grants for World Literacy and Christian 
Literature. 
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ought to be able to live together in 
this glorious world of ours if the fact 
of brotherhood and the spirit of Jesus 
really dominated in our hearts. 


May God help us to appreciate the 
fullness of His Great Gift, and may 
courage, and joy, and good-will, and 
brotherhood become more and more a 
part of our daily lives. 


® Questions for Discussion 
1. If every day were Christmas: 
a. What would that require? 
b. What abuses of Christmas should be 
eliminated ? 
c. What features of Christmas 
be preserved? 
d. What difference would it make in our 
individual attitudes? 
e. What difference would it 
our World? 
“peace on earth, good-will toward 
men’’ possible: 
b. What can we do about it? 


should 


make in 


Zend. eels 


@ Bible Readings 


John 3:16. There are times when human 
speech proves inadequate. Paul set out to de- 
scribe the love of God—its height, and breadth, 
and depth. He concluded by saying “I mean 
the love that passeth knowledge.’’ Here John 
finds the same lack of words, and he sums it 


up by saying “God so loved the world that 
he gave...” 
I John 4:11. How true are these familiar 


lines of Madeleine Miller— 


“Tt isn’t far to Bethlehem town! 
It’s anywhere that Christ comes 
And finds in people’s friendly face 
A welcome and abiding place. 
The road to Bethlehem runs right through 
The homes of folks like me and you.” 


I John 10:10. Visitors have often come to 
our shores, and left without stating any particu- 
lar reason for their visit. But when the Son 
of God came to earth, He told exactly why 
He was here. He had come that men might 
have richer and more abundant lives. He had 
come to free men from shallowness and drudg- 
ery, and to give life a meaning and a destiny. 


Philippians 4:4. The true basis of joy is 
not in ourselves nor in the physical world. 
Time and circumstance do not make it. True 
joy is based in the love of God, and the most 
perfect demonstration of that love was given 
in the person of Him who came as a manger 


down 


Babe. Without Jesus men’s laughter would 
have a hollow sound. In Him lies our only 
reason for hope and confidence and happy 


prospect. 


II Corinthians 4:6. The Italian artist Cor- 
regio has captured a deep truth and expressed 
it in his painting “The Holy Night.” He 
pictures the Christ Child, not with the usual 
halo of light illumining Him, but with a beau- 
tiful radiance shining from Him and illumining 
Mary and the shepherds and all the details of 
that stable scene. The light from that same 
source still brightens and blesses the world. 
it sheds new meaning over life and all of its 
relationships. 


Luke 2:17. When the angel announced the 
birth of Christ he said: ‘I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which shall be to all peo- 
ple.” And when the shepherds had gone to 
Bethlehem and had found “Mary and Joseph 
and the Babe,’ they hurried forth to make 
known the things which they had heard and 
seen. The word “gospel” means good news. 
It is intended for all people. And grateful souls 
will never be satisfied unless they are making 
known going into all the world and preaching 
that good news to every creature. 
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Ephesians 2:8. There are some things that 
can never be earned or attained. No works of 
ours could ever purchase the things which are 
ours in Christ Jesus. There is only one way 
by which we can possess Him and that is by 
accepting. He is the Gift of God. Our part is 
to receive, and then to see to it that we fulfill 
those conditions by which He may remain 
eternally ours. 


For DECEMBER 29 


(Continued from Page 25) 


One fundamental problem underlies 
all the rest. It has to do with the 
moral law in the universe. God’s moral 
law was written into the very nature 
of things for either man’s welfare or 
his destruction. There is no escaping 
this choice. The deepest issues at stake 
in our world are basically moral. To 
the Christian they are moral first— 
then political, economic, or social. 


Church representatives meeting at 
the Delaware Conference were well 
aware of this issue. After arduous and 
extended study they issued this basic 
principle: 


“We believe that moral law, no less 
than physical law, undergirds our 
world. There is a moral order which 
is fundamental and eternal, and which 
is relevant to the corporate life of men 
and the ordering of human society. If 
mankind is to escape chaos and re- 
current war, social and political insti- 
tutions must be brought into conform- 
ity with this moral order.” 


This moral law has its basis in the 
Christian concept of the Fatherhood 
of God and the brotherhood of man. 
The evils of the present day exist be- 
cause all men are guilty of breaking 
this law. All need to repent and seri- 
ously seek to order their lives in ac- 
cord with its principles. It is either 
that or endless warring and mass de- 
struction, 


The Call for a World Community 


The moral order in our closely-knit 
world of interdependence requires a 
world community. This is the only 
way the security and welfare of man- 
kind will be permanently realized. So 
long as there are nation-states with 
individual sovereignty, each one look- 
ing out for its selfish interests only, 
there will arise frictions, fears, and 
finally, frightful conflict. This has been 
the history of wars down the centuries. 
Why not try something different for a 
change? 


Six Pillars of Peace 


A review of the Six Pillars of Peace 
is pertinent here. They are: 


“1. The peace must provide the po- 
litical framework for a continuing col- 
laboration of the United Nations and, 


in due course, of neutral and enemy 
nations. 

2. The peace must make provision 
for bringing within the scope of inter- 
national agreement those economic and: 
financial acts of national governments 
which have widespread international 
repercussions. 

3. The peace must make provision 
for an organization to adapt the treaty 
structure of the world to changing 
underlying conditions. 


4. The peace must proclaim the 
goal of autonomy for subject peoples, 
and it must establish international or- 
ganization to assure and to supervise 
the realization of that end. 


5. The peace must establish pro- 
cedures for controlling military estab- 
lishments everywhere. 

6. The peace must establish in prin- 
ciple, and seek to achieve in practice, 
the right of individuals everywhere to 
religious and intellectual liberty.” 


One of these pillars, the first and 
basic one, has_to do with the bring- 
ing of the nations into community re- 
lations. Eventually there must be an 
international, world community. This 
holds the cherished promise of world 
order and peace instead of chaos and 
war. 


Investment, Not Sacrifice 


In some degree national sovereignty 
would necessarily yield to world soy- 
ereignty. This is not sacrifice, it is in- 
vestment—an investment in peace 
which brings returns in untold bless- 
ings. 

A democratic world government 
could with public support of people 
everywhere accomplish results similar 
to those issuing from the formation of 
the federal government in the United 
States. Nations, like the states, would 
yield certain rights to the larger body 
where the welfare of the larger groups 
were involved. 


World community is the way to per- 
manent peace. The road may be long 
and rough, but every effort must be 
bent in that direction if the goal is to 
be reached. It is the world’s only hope 
of a better life. 


The Christian Church has the vision, 
the message, and the spirit to make 
this a reality. Christians must not fail 
to pray, think, and live for world 
peace. 
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® Bible Readings 


Romans 14:17-19. In the Kingdom of God 
the things of the spirit have first place. Right- 
ecousness, peace and joy are the fruits of the 
Spirit. They are found wherever men faithfully 
serve God and their fellow men. Why aren’t 
these blessinggs more evident today? 


Isaiah 59:7-8. The prophet’s voice is raised 
against the sins that separated the Jews from 
God. The Lord had not deserted or forsaken 
them: they had turned away from His ways 
and Will, Peace would not come to them 
under those conditions, nor will it to men 
any time those same conditions prevail. The 
way of peace is obedience to God’s laws. 


I Peter 3:8-12. There is a mind which makes 
for peace. It thinks in terms of compassion, 
love, and forgiveness. All men are included. 
Brotherhood will come among men only as 
they remember each others needs and welfare. 


Isaiah 2:2-5. Peace on earth is part and par- 
cel of the vision of God’s Kingdom. When the 
nations of the world come together before God 
seeking His Will, then wars and the weapons 
of war will give way to peace and the in- 
struments of peace. Pray for the coming of 
that day! 


Matthew 22:34-40. Jesus tied these two 
commandments together inseparably. One can- 
not be fulfilled without the other. How deeply 
are we concerned about their fulfillment today? 
Loving our neighbor as ourselves means doing 
everything possible for his health and happi- 
ness. How might we become better neighbors 
to our enemies, the colored peoples, the Jews? 

Luke 11:1-4. No more important prayer is 
possible today than, ‘Our Father,—Thy King- 
dom come, .hy will be done’’. Here are brother- 
hood, cooperation, and submission all being 
expressed. What a changed world this would be 
if God’s Kingdom did come and His Will were 
done! Yet, that is what we pray for and desire 
to see. 


Matthew 5:43-48. Our Lord calls on his 
followers to have a spirit of forgiveness toward 
all men, even enemies. The desire for revenge 
and retaliation is not Christian. It always 
brings further grief and pain. Reconciliation 
and peace are possible if Christian love is in 
ope heart. There is great need for that these 
ays. 
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WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 
ABOUT MARRIAGE 


(Continued from Page 5) 


ters. A bossy, domineering wife makes 
the husband a “milk-toast’’ weakling. 
Her ambition may ruin her husband, 
as the wife of Macbeth did. In the very 
constitution of things, man is to be 
the head of the house. To be the head 
does not mean to be the dictator, but 
the leader who sacrificially loves as 
Jesus did. Sometimes we find women 
who carry the principle of submission 
to an unreasonable extreme. Here is 
one who refuses to worship because 
her husband insists upon having din- 
ner at noon. Another postpones the 
baptism of their infant indefinitely be- 
cause her husband does not see the 
sense of it. In such cases, the wife 
should say, “I must obey God rather 
than my husband.” 

You can be sure that if you base 
your marriage on the Scripture pas- 
sages in the wedding service, your mar- 
riage will be a great success. And there- 
after the Bible should play a large 
part in your new home. There should 
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THE RISE AND GROWTH OF 
THE EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 
By REV. WILLIAM J. DUCKER 
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retary. She served from September 1, 
1940—September 1, 1942 when no suc- 
cessor was chosen. 


Though originally mere reprints of 
the skeletal materials on topics pub- 
lished in The Luther League Review, 
The Luther League Topics Quarterly 
soon developed into a source provid- 
ing material supplementary to what 
appeared in the monthly magazine. 
Paralleling this development was the 
expansion of the material on topics 
which The Review itself carried. The 
format of the quarterly changed pro- 
gressively from a 4%4x6%4 inch to 
456x63g to 51%4x8% to 6x9 inch page 
punched for inclusing in a worker’s 
handbook. When it reached this latter 
stage (second quarter, 1939) it ap- 
peared with color cover. The editor- 
ship, begun by Rev. George H. Schnur, 
passed successively to others, but Rev. 
Gye Harry. D:D. served for the 
greater part of the time as editor in 
cooperation with the various Executive 
Secretaries. Since the inauguration of 
the three-fold age-group program 
(Fall, 1940), the Luther League Top- 
ics Quarterly had carried only worship 
material and supplementary program 
helps for Seniors and Young People. 
The last great change occurred when 
in the fourth quarter of 1944 it became 
the sole source of topics material, both 
basic and supplementary, for Seniors 
only. Latterly, the editorship has 
passed to the writer of this now prop- 
erly called, “Senior Topics Quarterly.” 

Then only the topics material for 
Young People remained for publica- 
tion in The Luther League Review, 
editorship of which, meanwhile, had 
been transferred to the writer. More 
room was then available for the use 
of articles of general and special in- 
terest to young people. More extended 
use of illustration was employed and 
so this magazine, too, gradually under- 
went a metamorphosis. 

The Education Department begins 
its work of the new era under the lead- 
ership of Mrs. Ruth Martsolf Cover, of 
Beaver Falls, Pa. and looks forward 
to continued and greater improvements 
in its work on behalf of the youth. 


be a Family Altar where day by day 
the Bible is read. A Bible-based mar- 
riage is a godly and happy one. 

“Are Your Intentions Honorable?” 
is the subject of the next article. We 
shall consider the following sub-titles: 
Marriage is not romance.—Can anyone 
object to the wedding?—Do you really 
want to get married—why-—From 
father to husband. 


SWAP SHOP 
(Continued from Page 13) 

We have two things in the record 
library, too, that might interest you, 
either as gifts or as additions to your 
church library. One is a recording of 
Dicken’s Christmas Carol made by 
Ronald Coleman which comes in al- 
bum form because there are three plat- 
ters. The other is a more superior ad- 
dition to any collection because it is 
the Christmas gospel according to St. 
Mark and St. Luke as read by Charles 
Laughton. No matter how many times 
you have heard these passages read 
before, we guarantee that you will find 
this one different and rather inspiring. 


Goodbye for now, and if we do not 
see you again this month, have a Merry 
Christmas! 


REPORT OF THE LUTHER 
LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
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Church, as you have heard, hold their 
hands both ways, to receive and to 
give. We have received from our 
Church and we have also given to all 
of its different mission fields through- 
out the world. We have linked with 
signposts and beacon lights the youth 
of every foreign mission station of our 
Church. As we have forged the links 
of this chain, the youth of America 
have learned to know their needs. We 
also heard of the great needs in Eu- 
rope. When the Executive Board per- 
mitted us to raise $25,000 in celebra- 
tion of our 50th Anniversary, the first 
$5,000 was given to help a worker in 
Hungary among the youth there. 
When the year 1946 began, we decided 
to match the first gift with another 
$5,000 for the workers in Hungary. lf 
Mr. Beisler will come forward, I would 
like to have the honor of presenting 
this check to him in the name of The 
Luther League of America and remind 
him that this is not the last. For the 
youth of America (applause) have 
adopted another project—the building 
of the peace high school in British 
Guiana. When that is fulfilled, the 
chain will be complete; the Luther 
League will have helped, in every for- 
eign mission station of the United 
Lutheran Church, to put a beacon 
light that would help youth look to 
Christ. As they look to Christ they 
will hear God say, “This is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased; hear 
ye him.” 

‘ (Applause) 

President Fry: Mr. Beisler. 


Mr. Beisler: I speak for the entire 
United Lutheran Church when I say 
“Thank you.” We are proud of the 
Luther League and we wish them 
God’s continued and richest blessings.” 
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h Work Youth Sunda . 
ae eee Offering " Sustaining Membership Anniversary Fund 
Paid Paid Quota Paid Quota Paid 
$110.00 30.00 $10.00 $125.00 $113.30 
+1 89.85 eae 75.00 200.00 39.60 
370.79 245.00 140.00 1100.00 998.84 
45.12 20.00 100.00 16.29 
33.75 3.00 35.00 18.00 225.00 39.25 
on 50.00 32.50 200.00 37.68 
77.43 65.00 27.00 325.00 ( 1) 360.06 
288.50) 95.51 160.00 67.00 900.00 ( 7) 932.80 
148.50 85.00 105.71 425.00 314.17 
75.00 68.25 475.00 465.00 
136.35 75.00 10.00 500.00 434.36 
106.50 50.00 15.00 250.00 225.00 
4.00 50.00 11.25 102.50 
156.90 34.93 250.00 218.25 975.00 ( 8) 978.00 
"9.24 21.14 90.00 23.00 325.00 227.45 
203.50 125.00 134.75 575.00 382.62 
Satie 110.00 6.75 575.00 200.00 
7.04 10.00 10.00 75.00 60.78 
10.00 
100.00 60.00 64.00 350.00 100.00 
196.13 130.00 134.03 795.00 ( 4) 900.57 
667.65 250.00 183.00 1200.00 ( 6) 1287.13 
675.41 16.50 640.00 551.00 29.50 1737.04 
192.75 6.00 400.00 109.46 1500.00 932.33 
25.00 
528.50 94.05 260.00 173.00 1900.00 1291.65 
767.49 70.42 890.00 433.05 4450.00 3028.02 
23.90 270.00 124.00 1250.00 855.80 
40.01 20.00 75.00 ( 5) 124.85 
438.97 245.00 133.53 1150.00 952.54 
194.54 55.00 33.00 175.00 ( 3) 255.85 
22.40 8.00 220.00 230.00 1050.00 ( 2) 1093.03 
16.79 12.07 35.00 10.00 175.00 143.00 
15.42 8.65 100.00 26.00 500.00 280.00 
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Fifteen Ways to Kill 


Your Luther League 


Don't attend meetings, but if you do, 


arrive late. 


Be sure to leave before the meeting 
is closed. 
Never have anything to say at the 


meetings; wait until you get outside. 


When at the meetings, vote to do 
everything, then go home and do 
nothing. 


The next day, find fault with the offi- 
cers and your brothers. 


Take no part in the League's affairs. 


Be sure to sit in the back so you can 
talk it over with a brother. 


Get all the League will give you, but 
don’t give the League anything. 


Never ask anyone to join the League. 


Talk co-operation, but don’t co-oper- 
ate. 


At every opportunity, threaten to re- 
sign, and try to get others to resign. 


asked to help, 
haven't time. 


lf always say you 


$3546.80 $18992.61 


Never read anything pertaining to the 
League, you may become too en- 
lightened. 


Never accept an office, as it is easier 
to criticize than to do things. 


If appointed to a committee, never 
give any time or service to the com- 
mittee. —Adapted 
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Editor's Note 


Space limitations in this issue 
have again made it necessary to 
omit the Sustaining Membership 
Report. The detailed report for 
the months of September and 
October will be printed in the 
January issue, 1947, and that for 
November and December will be 
given in the February, 1947, is- 
sue of this magazine. 
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Roaucke (College 


Founded 1842 Co-Educational 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 

Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 

A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and_ sciences. 


Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration, with shorthand and typing. 


New admissions in February, June, and September. 
CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


HARTWICK COLLEGE 


The Lutheran College of the Catskills 
(Co-educational) Founded 1928 
Registered as a four-year college by the Regents of the 

University of the State of New York. 

Located on Oyaron Hill, the College overlooks four con- 
verging valieys and the towering foothills of the Catskills, 
affording a landscape of majestic grandeur. 

Offering: Four-year programs leading to the A. B. and 
B. S. degrees, including liberal arts, teacher training, business 
administration, nursing and parish work. 

Pre-professional programs in law, medicine, theology, dentistry, 
medical technicianship and secretarial work. 

Special two-year program for church secretaries. 

12-week Summer Session begins June 10. First semester 
1946-’47 begins September 17. For literature, address: 
President Henry J. Arnold Oneonta, New York 


One Hundred Years Ago 


Wittenberz College was founded to furnish a liberal education 
in a Christian atmosphere. 


It continues to provide for Lutheran youth a_ superior 
preparation for a useful and efficient life. 


; Wittenberg College offers a full liberal arts curriculum, 
including pre-professional and teacher training programs. 


Catalog and View-Book upon request 


Wittenberg College 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 


Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write Russell Galt, Ph.D. Dean 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 
Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
“A Good College for Young Men and Women” 
Owned and contro!led by the South Carolina, Georgia-Alabama 
and Florida Synods 


Academically accredited; educationally efficient; 
spiritually sound 


For catalogue write: 
JAMES C. KINARD, President 


“The only junior college 
in the United Lutheran 
Church for women.” 


First two years of college work 
Preparation for transfer for college degree. 
Exploratory courses for discovering talents. 


Pre-professional training for entrance to 
specialized schools. 


Last two years of high school work 


Happy home-like atmosphere, strong religious 


training, careful social development. 


Situated in the “land of the sky” in Southwestern 


Virginia. 
For Information write 

The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box L., Marion, Va. 


Here Js Happiness! 


In a fullv dedicatea Christian life 
In a church school leading to a college degree 
In professionalized training for every Christian service 


In the Diaconate of the Lutheran Church 


Baltimore and Philadelphia Motherhouses 


Offer 


® Spiritual development 
@ Collegiate instruction 
® Professionalized training 
@ Variety of opportunity 
® Service in the Church 
® Joyful satisfaction 


For Information Please Write 


SISTER MILDRED WINTER, Field Secretary 
405 Muhlenberg LCuilding 
Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


1228 Spruce Street 
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Illustration shows book-clip to 
match and the method of attach- 
ing to book. Fine grade of silk 
cord is used for connecting the 
book-mark and clip. The book- 
mark is hammered by hand on 
edges. 


Two kinds of metal, solid cop- 
per and nickle silver are avail- 
able. Both are beautiful. Choice 
can be indicated, but we will ship 
the book-mark that is available 
should the supply of one metal be 
exhausted at time the order is re- 
ceived. 
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Illustration Actual Size 


(Supply Limited) 


HAICTM 


TWO STYLES 


SLOPING CROSS 
Book Mark Number 100 


a 


“STRAIGHT CROSS 


~~ Book Mark Number 105 — 


T 


IHS Blind Stamped on 
Either Style - ‘ 


Attractively Packed in Special 


Folder for Presentation, White 
Envelope Included 
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Orders Filled At Once 
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Order Early To Avoid Disappointment | 


As Stock Is Limited 


Price, 35c each or Three for a $1.00 


Designs May Be Assorted 


Remittance in Full Must Accompany Orders 


For Sale Only By 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 HERR STREET 


HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVAN 
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